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1 | liament in their Votes Cc. Feb.25. 1662. 
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By the Authority, and Convincing Reaſons of 


I. The Wiſe and Learned King James , and His Privy Coun-- 
cil, Anno Reg. 2 
I.. The Honourable Commons. Aſſgmbled in this preſent” Par-- 


HI. The Presbyterian Aer in the City of London met at 
Sion Colledge, Decemb.18.. 1645. 


| IV. Twenty eminent-Divines ( , if not all, of them Mem- 


. bers of the late Aſſem y ). in their Sermons before 
the two Houſes of Parliament on Solemn Oroafns 


+. - 


Faithfully Collected by W liam Aſſheton, Maſter it in 
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tional Preface, wherein the nature of Perſecution-in gene- 


certing it in particular, are diſtindtly conli dered.. 


th 


OXFORD, 


[Printed by #:Uiam Hall, for the Authour, and areto.be ſold. | 


by Richard Royſton, Book-ſeller to the King's moſt 


Arts, and Fellow of Brazennoſe Colledge in 0xford..— f 
: The Third Edition , Corredted and Enlarged, with an Addi- | _ > 
a ,and.the unjuſt complaints of: the Dillenting Ps Parties con-7. 
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2) 
FATAL RIA I EA TOKAI MEL EAREEEE RAS! 
To the READER. 
Hough Controverſies in Religion are (hypotketi- 
cally) zeceſſary, ( for ſo Ns 2s there ts either 
Ignorance or Malice in the hearts of Men, there 
will be Differences in Opinion , and Animoſities —_ 
them) yet a prudent well-regulated endeavour to mode- 
rate and aſſwage them, is a work truly Chriſtian and Cha- 
ts gab however it may be fruitleſs, and unſuccesfull in - 
e end, | 
I do indeed heartily pray for it, yet dare not ( as yet ) 
promiſe my ſclf ſo good a return of theſe my poor La- 
bours, a5 my Brecbrens conviction s Prejudice and Intereſt 
(irom which the deareſt of Gods Children are riot wholly 
exempted) being net fo eaſily remov'd; The ntmoſt that 
I cannow expeR , (and which I hope they will haveno 
. cauſetodeny mee) is their favourable Abſolution from that 
common, yet unworthy RefleQion of a Temporizing. For- 
mal:ſi;, it being my unteigned June (after aftrict im- 
partiall inquiry into the nature of ſuch Impoſitions )' that 
my 9Sutſcription to the Do#rine and Diſcipline of the ' 
Church of England is not only warrantable, but neceſſary. 
"Tis nor my buſineſs ar preſent, to give a particular eX- 
Plication or-defence of thoſe Conſtitutions , which my Diſ- 
ſenting Brethren (both in Preſs and Pulpit) have thought fir 
to oppoſe ; That task hath been with ſo much _ 
| a an 
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(and withall ſo much Moderation) performed (to omir 
others) by thoſe two worthy Inſtruments of Gods glory, 
Biſhop Sazderſon, and Mr. Hoeter, that I have often ( and 
I think not withour juſt cauſe) almired, that any man en- 
dowed { even) with common Abilitics ( ſuppoſing him 
of a meck and docile ſpirit) ſhould remain unſatis{ycd, 
when he ſhall have but ſeriouſly peruſed the Incomparable 
writings of thoſe Pious and Learned Perſons. 

The truth is (be their pretences never fo plauſible) tis 
to me very plaine, that many of my Brethren both decline 
and dread Convittzon; of which (amongſt other proofes)” 
rhis which T-now' meation is a pregnant Inſtance, 

No fooner had this ſmall Pawphlet Hr in the 
World, but (asis ufuall in ſuch caſes, we being all deſi- 
rous:of Novelties): it was generally ſought after, and per- 
uſed, and ( that I may return my Thazks for ſuch encou- 
raging Reception ) not much diſcommended. However 
my Diſſenting Brethren (from whom I have deſerv'd o- 
theracknowledgements): were not altogether ſo obl;ging, 
fome of which. (this is no ConjeQurebut a certain Truth 
though they both knew the Authors iPerfon , and had othet 
endeartaents, ſufficient to have invited a much greater 
Fawour, yet ( having barely glanc'd upon the Title) very 
diſcourteouſly (nortoday:rudely) refugd,cven one fingle 
peruſall of bis hamble Peritron, | oy Sh 

I mwuft confeſs ( though even contrary to my naturall 
Taclination) I was ſome Fetle mov'd,to obſerve ſuch cauſe- 
leſs and irrational Perverſeneſs, For though there be in= 
deed {mal} Reaſon, that any man: (4n this $cr:bling Age.) 
ſhould ſo lirtleconfalt either his Time or Purſe,as rothink 
himſelf oblig'd to the peruſall of each impertinent Pam- 
phler, yet that ſo ſmall a Traft , fo meoſenſively compoſed, 

| | when 


to the Reader. - 3. 
when preſented by the' hand 'of + Fri2n4 , ſhould not find: 
a mare favourable Acctptance,"is fuch an Vagentle-martike 
thing, that had Ithe leafure or defigne to piay the Satyrift, 
it were no hard tisk methinks to explode {> difingenious 
an irſtance. ; 
Bur of this enough, if not (as ſome may judoe) too 
much:. Which yet is mention'd with this De{i2xe,cyen to 
aſſure my Reade, That be his 7 bps Opinion what it will, 
(it he pleaſe to hazard ſame ſmall portion of Time in the 
peruſall of the following Paxphlet ) he ſhall find nothing 
to offez4 him, bur the'E vedexce of Fruth, and downe-right 
Con viftion, * OL oy | 
I have one thing moreto add , and thar is an ObjeRtion; 
which bcing both plauſible and common, I ſhall firſt Pro- 
po ſe,{ & har in thePerſon of ſome Private weake Chriſti- 
an) Secondly Refol've with as much clearneſs as I amt abte, 
| TheObjenon ts this, 00S TED 
There are indeed hot Diſputes about theſe Ceremonzes, 
and other Impoſitions in the Service of God: The Tozgues 
and Pe;s of Learned men haye for along time been em- 
ployed about them; the Arguments pro.and ropbyth to' de- 
fend and diſprove them, are of great weight,and feeming- ' 
ly rationall: They are indeed'both fo plauſible, thar a Per- 
of of my rank and Q»al:ty ( wie. not only wants the ad- 
vantage of Educatron, bur is alfy diverted from ſuch inqui- 
ries by a particular prof-/:04 which he.is obliged to atrend? 
may very well be perplexed how 'to behave himſelf - yer 
for my own part, I am much inclin'd to think; That theſe 
Ceremontes are very dangerous and unlawſnfl Things + and 
that becauſe I obſerve ſo many Learned and Godlz Diythes, 
who rather then they will de:le themſclves with ſuch' Pot- 
tut10n5,have'not only, ſuffered joyfully the ſpozling of ther 2oods, 
a2 bur 
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but alſo Bonds and Impriſonments, Baniſhments, and a 
Thouſand other Indignities , to which a perſecuted people 
is uſually expoſed ; which certainly ſuch prudent Perſons 
would never have done for a few Ceremonies ( the cauſe of 
all this miſchiet) were they ſuch cent Things , as the 
Prelats, and their Agents have endeavoured to perſwade 
Us. 
This is the Obje&ion; To which I Anſwer as fol- 
loweth, x 
That which is ſaid in the firſt Place of their Learnirg 
and prety, is not much to the purpoſe, 
For Firſt, ſuch pretences ( being very advantagcous to 
any Cayſe whatſoever ) are far more common then true, 
a) Sic et The (a) Vulgar ſort (who are chiefly concerned in the Ob- 
vulgus; ex JeRion) are ny competent Jadges in theſe Caſes, bur much 
weritaee leſs inthe former then the latter, Bur Secondly, grariting 
Pace, ex them to beas Learned and pious, as their admiring Proſe- 
epiniows Htes can fancy , or my Charity could wiſh them ; yet we 
CR” muſt remember , that the moſt Learzed and prous are bur 
Orar. i; Men, and therefore do but know in part, and are ſan#ified 
b) Pref.be. In part; and (as the learned (5) Bp. Sanderſon expreſieth 
fore Serm, it) B) the power of Godlineſs in their Hearts are no more ſe= 
. Seft,6. cured from the piſſibility of falling into Error through Igue- 
rance, then from the poſſibility of falling into Sin through In- 
firmity ; Which ſhould therefore prompt us, ( as the ſa- 
feſt courſe) to guide our Atons, not by Example, which 
( through different Circumſtances) is various, and uncer- 
tain, but by Precept which is ſure and fixt; not to have | 
mens Perſoxs in ſuch Admiration , as to embrace their Opi- 
oy: and practiſes againſt the Light of Scripture, and Right 
eaſon, 
But Thirdly, if Learning and Pjety muſt paſs for Argu- 
anens 


to the Reager, - ex 


ments (which yet they will not, .it being no £09d Canles 
quence, ſuch a'Learzed and Pious Man, or ſuch a learned 
and pious Company of Men holds this Opinion , tneretore 
ris true yet) I lay iftheſe muſt be urg'd for Logick (though 
Compariſonsare harſh , and for the mot part odious ) I 
think 1c might eaſily appear (without diſparagement be it 
ſpoken) Thar there are as Honeſt , Religious , Zealous 
good men, that have willingly and chearfully ſubmuted to 
the Church of Bmyland, as the beſt of them all that have op» 
pos'd the ſame. | 

Our Pious Fore-fathers ( to whom under God , we 
owe the purity of onr Relizion, and ſome of which embrac'd 
a $take) had more moderate apprehenſions, then the pre- 
ſent Generation. 

For, when the Tranny of the Church of Rome had forc'd 
them to a Separation ( and that in Obedience to God, who 
commands us netther to believe Lies, nor to- commit 927, 
neither of which they could avoid by continuing in Commu- 
2108 with her ) though they left many of her Ceremonzes 
(the number of them being great and burthenſome) yer 
they thought fir to retain ſome others of them , and that 
for Order and Decency in the Service of God.. 

If it be replyed { as uſually it is) That the Reformat:- 
0 (being carried on by thoſe that were 57a wir, 
made of the ſame Clay, and ſubje& to the like paſrons 
with others) was at beſt bur ſmall and 1mperfe8 , it beings 
beyond the #it and power of Man, either to foreſee, or re- 
move all Inconveniences on a ſudden,and therefore, that 
it was the Duty of After. Azes, to perfect and coplete whar 
they had ſo happily begun, by removing this Rub41ſþ out 
ofthe Houſe of God , To this I Anſwer, 

That the [qpic4 of Reformation, is roo large for a ſhort 


preface, 
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- obliged by that common bond of Humanity, to compaſho- 
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Preface, and beyond my defione ; onely this by the by, T 
wiſh that Proteſtants (of whatſocvcr Perſwaſion ) would 
be more ſparing in their Refli-#10z5 upon our firſt Refor- 
mers ; for beſides the advantage that is hereby given to the 
Ron!h Party, we ought to conſider, That abules are caſter 
complain'd of, then redrefs'd ; and pokbly, had the men 
of this Aze been in their ſtead, and under rhe ſame Crroum- 
ſtances, I do mnch queſtion (it we may take an eſtimate ty 
their Jate tranſa&tions) whether they. would nave brought 
the work tolo good an Iflue, as through Gods Bleſſing they 
then did. But no more of this. | 
Tis ſnfficient for my preſent purpoſe ; That fince the 
caule of their Separation from Rome, was to avoid her Pol- 
lutions, *tis evident ; Thar theſe Ceremonies which they 
thought fit to reraine, were (in their Judgment) no part of 
them, or any other way unlawful ; the which, it uy dif- 
ſcnting Brethrez will bur grant, ( not to talke now off their | 
mnexpeaience, of which, neither they nor I muſt be Judges) > 
as it is a fair ſtep to end our Differences, ſo it hence avoid- 
ably follows, That if ſome pions men have refus'd the 
Ceremonies, others of as great piety have Conform?d tothem; 
if ſome Learned have diſputed, others as Learae#have 
defended, which may for ever Silence that Branch of the 
Objcfion, 112, The Learning and Per) of their Parties, 
Nor is there much more Te72ht in that other part of the 
Obje&ion, (drawn from their perſ-cutions and ſofferings) 
which comes now to be conſidered, | 
A Pretence indeed very plauſitle and popular, for befides 
its ſubtle Infirvations upon a natural Gore » (we being all 


nate thoſe that are in any miſery and trouble, witneſs 
thoſe uſual reſentments even for a Thief upon the Ga!- 
| lows) 


| to. the Reader, "a" 
lows) it hath this farther advantage ; That wherever in 
Scripture the word Perſecution is mentioned and that cither 
with ſome Promuſe annex'd for the ſupport of Gods people 
(who otherwile might deſpond under ſuch gloomy dil. 
penſations) or of ſome Judgment denounced, to reftrain 
the fury ot their Pcrſccutors : I ſay, whereloever ſuch paſ- 
ſazes occur (as they do trequently in holy I}ri#) they have 
learned the Art (by impoſing upon a credulous Yulzar) to 
make the World believe, thar they are thoſe perſecuted 
Saints, for whom thoſe promiſes are recorded, and thar 
all ſuch perſons as are ary wiy employed (though in Obe- 
dience to Authority) to ſuppreſs them, are Perſecuting 
wretches, on whom, fooncr or later, all thoſe Jud7ments 
threatned ſhall certainly be 7f;3ed. | 

I ſhall nor in the leaſt offend them with any harſh Inve. 
Qives (ſuch RefleAtions (though ſome eaſe indeed to a bnr= 
then'd mind) being very little to the Subſtance of a Cauſe) 
but ſhall only beg their Patience and Charity, whilſt I ent= 
deavour to undeceive them, by afluring them in plaine 
Exgliſb (what; without Repentance, they will one day find 
true) That they are not Perſecuted as Saints, but puni|bed as 
M alefaFors, 

And this I ſhall (through Gods affiftance) undenyably 
prove in this Mcthod. 

I. By fixing the Noton, in laying down aclear and di- 
Rin& definition of Perſecution. 

2. By conſidering, how far thoſe preſent Sfferings to 
which our Nonconformiſts are ovnoxtous, do agree with: 
it, or differ from it. | 

Perſecution for Religion (for of {uch onely I now treat) 
may not unfitly be thus deſcribed. 

TI's an eager wiolent infliting, of outward temporal Ewvils,, 
for the exerciſe of true Religion, | 
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5 ant Ages I call it eager w1olent infliting) fo the Lat. © Perſequor, 

tinuato motu and the Gr. d aize do fully denote : they both ſigni e {o 

_ _ to follow, as a Hunter doth his Prey, who purſues 1t till he 
arrecmu nn» . 

ſequor. con. ©4KES It. 


rinud,a\fidue Bur becaule theſe terms eager and wolept, do only agree 
Den pints to one ſort of Perſecution, 712, Thar which is furious and 
Jog. rageing, (it being ſometimes more mild and moderate) 
(d 7 ro and ſince — exprels the nature,but not the degree 
e1/7911n, $x6- Of the thing defined (as when we define Calor, we take no 
165" # notice of it in ſummo) I ſhall therefore omit theſe words 
pu/yerr ad eager and violent, and then the definition (I ſuppoſe un- 
0:5e. Hely- queſtionably) ſtands thus , 

Perſecution 15 an inflitiiag of outward temporal Evils, for 


the exerciſe of true Religion, 


O«:nard temporal Evils) either upon the Body, as Ba- - 


niſhment, Impriſonment, Tortures, Death, or upon the 
Eſtate, as Pccuniary Mulats , confiſcation of Goods; or 
upon Reputation and good Name, as Slanderings, Revilings, 

Rc proachtul Speeches. | 
For the exerciſe of true Religion) which is the Rato for- 
”alt, the Conſtitutive difference, whereby Perſecution is 
diſtinguiſhed from all other violences whatſoever, For lct 
the greateſt Reproaches and Inargaities, uſher in the moſt 
exquiſite Tortures, and thoſe be concluded by a Death as 
.crue), as the utmoſt Malice on Earth, or Fury in Hell can 
contrive ; yet unleſs theſe Tortures be eo nome inflicted, 
for the ſake and cauſe of R-159102, we may call them 
mercileſs, inhumane, unnatural Cruelties, (or _ 
like name as can moſt firly expreſs them) bur not Perſe- 

£41107, | 
B, Religion, (that I may yet more fully explaine the 
Defnitios) I mean the Worſhip of God ; by true , 
| tne 
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the worſhipping of him according to his Will ; the which 
VWill Cchough heretofore variouſly delivered, and in diffe- 
rent Diſpenſations, yet thoſe extraordinary ways of Con 
veyance being now ceaſed) it hath pleaſed the Goudneſs 
' and Wiſdom of God to deliver in Writing (by the Mini. 
firy of the Prophets and Apoſtles) in thoſe Books which 
( by way of eminency ) we call the Scriptures, So that 
whatever Worſhip is not according to thoſe holy Oracles, is 
not trae and acceptable, but falſe and vain : [nz wain as je 
Worſhip me, 8c, It being an undoubred Truth ; That God 
hath as much right to appoint the way of his own VWor- 
ſhip, asto be Worſhipp'd, 

There are moreover, we know, two parts of Religion ; 
Credenda, Agenda, Truths to be believed, and Dutes to 
be performed, in order to Salvation, and in both theſe, 
the Scripture is our Rule and DireRion. 

He therefore that is Pu»iſbed, either for believing thoſe 
Truths, or for doing thoſe Duties, the belief and perfor- 
mance of which holy Scripture requireth of him ; or he 
that is puniſhed, for not believing thoſe things as Truths, 
which are but falſities and [zes, or for net doing thoſe thi 
as Duries, which are finful and «nlanful, he, I ſay, who is 
puniſhed upon theſe accounts, is properly Perſecuted. 

The Caſe then about Perſecut107, as it refpetsethe Non- 
conformiſts, is briefly this : 

If thoſe Iyſtances, for which they are puniſhed, be no 
way required of them in holy Scr:pture, either for belief, 
or praiſe; and it it ſhall appear, vpon inquiry, that the 
Church of England requires nothins of them, thar is in fide 
Erroneous, or 2 fatio Impious ; if (he neither enjoynes 
them to belicve Lies, nor to commit any S:2, if nor fo 
nor fo, let the #0rl4 then judge where the fault lies ; and 
who 
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who they are, that C without Repentance) muſt one day 
Anſwer C which I feat is now little thought on) for all thoſe 


Separations and Diwiſens in the Church, all thole Difia- 


Hons, Confuſions, Wars, Murthers, Rapines, &c.. (the na- 
tural co(-/uerrr of the farmer) in che State, which theſe 
pvor milcrable divided Kingdomes have fo ladly cx- 
perienc'd. 

*Twill be repled, (and I find it no unuſual Plea) Thar 
Preaching and. Praying are netef} ary Duties, But they are 
p.iſhed for Preaching and Praying, Therefore they are puni- 
jhed for performance of religious Duties, and conſequently ( ace 


' cording to the now mentioned definition) are Perſecuted, 


e Prop. for 


They tell us, + There are certatn imnoffencrve perſons, and 


Saf.of King they (eating their Rujers)bewve really ng more agajnſt them, 
and; Kingd. 
Þ. LO. 


only thep they tees, and preach, and pray together, Tnnscent 
folks, who are dragged to Priſon, for doing nothing tn earneſt, 
but endeawauring to: ſave their Souls, 
- That I,may, if poſſible, convince 2y Brethrex, of the 
weaknels-and'vanity of this plauſible Argument, Ple give 
them:myAniwien (I hope Methodically and clearly ) in 
wee following Concluſions. 
71 © : Condl: No. | 
By Pcearbing and Praying, { as they are the Subje of aw 
preſiub Difſyneitron) -a5. weaut the performance of them in 
publick, not im private, this latter being libere obſervations, 
fince eytry;yan (of what perſwaſign focver ) may not 
only Pray with his own family, whea and how he pleaſeth, 
bus alſo Preach; os Inftrict them (and that withour foar of 
punifkagent) in what maniict he thinks fit, 1 | 
; Conc]: 2. £6748. | 

| Ta Preaching and Praying there is, conſiderable, Subſtan- 
ta ©: Circumſigutie, Res & Mad, the ſubſtance 4 the 
=o, ul, 


{ 
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Duty, or the thing to be perform, ani the circumſtances, or 
manner of its performance, 

| Preaching and Praying, quoad $ubſiantiam, are neceſſary, 
neceſſutate Pracepti & Medair, i, ©, God hath Commanaed , 
and the condition of the Church (whilt Militant & 72 
v14 ) doth require, that theſe Dutics be attended. 

Nor is the Swbſtaxce only, but alfo the Crrcumſtances of 
theſe Duties in Theſ;, and in the general zeceſ] ary, 2, e. 
when theſe Duties are conſidered in as exercito, when- 
ever they arc put into praice,we mult neceffarily make uſe 


of Circumſtances, ſome or other. 
Concl: 3. 


Theſe Circumſtances ( however in Theſi neceſſary in Hye - 


potheſs and im Particular, are not determined in Scripture 's 
(which, I do not mean as to their Lawſulneſs, butas to 
their being duties) if they be, there muſt then be produc'd 
ſome clear and diftin& Precept (perpetually obligatory to 
the Cha7ch ) requiring our obſervance of ſuchor fich Cir- 
cumſtances ; for this, and nothing elſe, (though other 
things are pretended ) can conſtitute a Religious Duty. 
Thus, though Prajer be a Duty, yet whether it be a Se: 
Form, or Mw, The M:zaiſter, whether habited 


in a Swrplice, or without? His Geſture, wherher kneeling, - 


or ſtanding >* The Place,. whether in a Deske, or at the 
Communton Table, or atboth > So for Preaching, whe- 
ther in a Gown, a lorg' Cloak or a.ſhort > How ma 


Sermons in one day, whether three, or-two, or but ores, T 


ſay, none of theſe, or ſuch like, are determined in $orvp- 
ture to be our Duties; thoſe who aflert*'they are, 'muft 
produce the Command making them to be ſuch ; for Duty 
and Command, have a necctlary Reſpe& and Relation ro 


one another, | 
b 2 Theſe 


e Mr. New- 
comes Serm. 
at Pauls, Fcb. 
v. 1646. 
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Concl: 4. 

Theſe Circumſtances ( though ſtill free and indifferent 
quoad naturam, being neither commanded nor forbidaen yet) 
pruſt not be left undetermined quoad nſum 7. ce. Private 
perſons muſt not be left at liberty, to do what they think 
fit in C:rcumſtantials, as it an agreement in Subſtantialls 
oaly were ſufficient; ſo as if there be but Preaching and 
Praying ; if theſe Duties be bit performed, one man may 
ule a Set Form, another may pray Extempore , this Mim- 
fter may wear the Surplice, whilſt his Nejzhvour rejeas it 
as Popiſh and Aztichriiiayv. Does not any man (who hat 
not enſlaved his Reaſoz, to ſupport a Fa310n; very calily 
obſerve, that the bare mention of this Fancy (ſuch Tam 
forc'd to call it) is its own Confutation > was it cver fo 
much as thought on, but in the heat of a Diſpute > Did 
ever any Conſtituted Church in the world allow ſuch Li- 
berty > Are not my Brethrez themſelves convinc'd of the 
contrary > If they deny it, 1could very cafily refreſh their 
Memories in ſo obvious a Theam ; I could turn them to 
their Dzrefory, and their Ordinances to: enforce it, 8c. but 
I ſpare them. In ſhort, 

2 There is ſcarce ay difference ſo ſmall, and inconſiderable, 
Cut the dioulgins, and propagating of it, may prove dangerous 
and pernicious, and in the event intollerable : Theretore to 
allow. private perſons the Liberty, to- order theſe Cir- 
cumſtances in the publ:c& Worſhip.( pro modulo Conſcientie) 
as their own Conlcience C perhaps humour or intereſt): 


' ſhall DzZate, is the ready way to. deſtroy all Order and 


<a 
* 4 


Government in the world. And this I hope is ſufficiently 

made plain (to any man that will but read and conſider): 

to the following Clef, | 

Well then, to riſe yet alittle higher, PEW 
ince 
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Since it is neceffary that there mu't be ſome Circume 
flances made uleof inthe exerciſe of theſe Duties, Preach- + 
:n2 and Praying, (it being impoſſible to perform any Aion 
Cand therefore Religious Action ) withour them) and ſince 
Scripture hath determined nothing, cither by requiring 
ſome 8s zeceſſary, or forbidding others as uzlanful : and 
ſince to leave them undetermin'd ( for private Perſons 
to do what ſeems good in their own cyes) is apparcntly 
deſtruive both to Church and State; what can wore na- 
turally follow then this. That they muſt be Determined 
by the Supream, Magiſtrates who by the Advice of his Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Council, his Convocation, (as in Seculars by his 
Parliament) may appoint the periormance of theſe, and 
other Religious Duties in ſuch a #:anxer, as is moſt agre- 
able to that Apoſtolical Canon : Let-all thirgs be done dee 
cently and in order, I proceed therefore to my fifth Con- 
clufion, which is this, 

Concl: 5. | 

The Supream M agiſtrate muſt determine what Circum- 
ftances ſhall be uſed” in the Worſhip and Service of God, The 
which Concluſion, I ſhall rather ſuppoſe then prove, nor 
that I think it of leſs guth or certainty then the reſt, bur 
becauſe our Divines, *not only Epiſcopal , bur alſo the 
diſ enting Parties (with whom, I am now treating) have 
perform'd it with ſo much plainneſs and fſarisfaion to. 
my hand... | 

And though I might colle& whole Volumes from their 
Sermons, and other Treatiſes, to confirme this Truth , yes 
ro relieve my lelt from the drudgery of tranſcribing, (wich 
isno pleafing task): an1 to give caſe ro my Ready , I ſhall 
only reter him to ſome Places in the following ColleF10zr, 
waich ifhe pleaſe to turn to, and read (as they are cired 

in 
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[9 See the inthe (4) Margin) before he goes any farther, he will do 


+ vega me great right, and himſelt no diſpleaſure. 


From which Places it evidently appears, That the Ma. 
giſtrate is boch Cultos au4 Vindex utriuſq; Tabulz, That 
the Examples of the K mgs of Tf: ael and Judah, may ſfici- 
ently warrant and encourage all Rel:gr045 M agiſ! 7atex, to reforms 
and ſeitle Religion in one Vniform way, and take care that all 
under their Government , [hould all ſerve the Lord with one 
ſhoulder, thus being not a Tyranny over men , but the Pirie 
ledge of the Goſpell, That they muſt take a courſe , that Chri. 
{trans may live a quiet and Peaceable life in Godlineſs and ho- 
zeſty, not in Strife and Contention, which how they ſhall be 
alle to perform, if every man (concerning theſe Cir. 
cumſtances } #2ay hold what he pleaſe,and Publiſh and Preach 
2 hat he holds, Lam not able to imagine. Theſe and many 
the like Paſſages (ome of which I have now given you 
in their own words ) you will find in the forecited places; 
from whence I think it is plain, (z) That where the Do- 
Arine and Diſcipline of the Church doth mot, or cannot pre. 
wail, the Magiſtrate muſt interpoſe his Coerciv'e Poner, for 
Reſtraint or Remedz, Which leads me to the fixt Concl. 

Conel. 6. 

There muſt be Eccl: Laws, Cazont, or Conſtitutions made, 

for the due ordering of theſe Circumſtances, 

Much I grant hath been objected by my difſenting Br: 


azainſt rhcſe Conſtitutions, both in T'>eſi Cagainſt all Eccl: 


Laws ingencrall ) and ia Hipo:bej;_ { againſt theſe of our 
own Church inparticular, ) 

As to the ficlt (for the latter is beyond my deſigne) I 
think it would puzzle the moſt judicious Diſſexter, to give 
a ſolid ſatisfaory Account , why the Supream Power may 
make Laws to determine 1zarfferent Circumſtances in 
| Temporals, 
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Temporalls, and not in Sprritzuolls3 gacy being bath Ntable 
C inmy apprehenſion ) to the ſame Diffical:ies and [zcone 
wemtences, and if the latter be exploled, the former (ſup- 
poſing rh«y are faithtull ro cheir Principles) will very hard» 
ly be defended. 

Concl: 7. 

Theſe Eccl: Laws when rightly made and conſtituted, are 
ob Iizatory, and maſt be obey d, The Reaſon is , Becauſe Obe- 
dience to Lawtull Authority 7 [ici:4s & honeſtss, is a duty, 
which God inhis holy VVord requireth of us , Now that 
is lawſull, and conſcquent!y the debita materia of any hu- 
mane Conſtitution (Eccleſiaſtical or Civil) which 1s not 
contrary to any former obligation, Unleſs therefore the 
matter of theſe Conſtitutions, or the thing which they 
require us to perform, can be evinc'd (by good Logical 
Dedu&ion) to be contrary to Gods will Revealed in Scti» 
pture, there remains nothing but Oveazexace, not onely 
Paſſive, chearſnlly and quictly (without murmurings and 
revilings) ſubmirring to the Puniſbment; but alſo Aaive, 
by a ready performance of the thing commanded ; though 
poſſibly it might be thought very inconvenient, as.being 
contrary to E1ucation, Cujiome, Interefl & Atvantaze in 
the World, and the like, And thercfore, 

Concl: 8. 

We being not (even the beſt of us ail) 0T:er-realy in this 
great Duty of Obedience, There are Penalties annexed to 
theſe Eccl, Conſt, Cas well as to other Lans ) to frighten us into: 
oar Duty, Such is the corruption and ftubborneſs of our 
zatures, and fo, little are we affefted with the Obligations. 
of Conſcience, that it is morally impoſble for the mot 
wholeſome Laws to- obtain their Ea, without the AC- 
dition of Civil S4a;#975 to enforce them... For, if the _ 
©: 


_ 
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of God, which are holy, juſt and good, and every way 
pertec, (they being the contrivance of infinite V1ſYome 
and Go94:efſs) it theſe ateconterined and negledted, and 
(and as lad experience proves it) dayly caſt behind our 
backs, when the obſervance of them 1s inconſiſtent with 
ſome Bruiriſh Pleaſure ; no-wonder if the Laws of Mez, 
(who not onely (many times) want Woe to contrive, 
but allo Gooinels to deſigne what is moſt profitable for 
their Pcople) I ſay, no wonder if thele be rather quarrel'd 
with and diſputed, then ſubmitted to and they'd a 

As therefore the infinite Majeſty of Heaven, hath enfor- 
ced the obſervance of his Commands, by a luitable pro- 
polal of Rewards and Puniſhments; fo it is the Duty of 
Inferior Legi/litars, ro be a Puniſhment to evil doers, and 
a Praiſe to them that do well, Therefore, 

Concl: g. 

19: Sypream Magiftrate, in infliting theſe Penalties , 
i. &. 12 puniſhing the Offenders againſt his Conſtitutions, doth 
execute Juſtice, and perform his Duty, 

The end and deſign of Government, is $S alu Pulica, it 
is to take care, ze quid detrimenti captat Communitas, or in 
the Apoſtles Phraſe, That we may live a quiet and peaceable 
life, tn all gol:zeſs and honeſty, Tis is the End. 

And fince no E-4 can be attain'd, but by a due and 
effetu:l Application of proper Mearns, we cannot but in 
Reaſon grant, that the Magiſtrate may employ ſuch Me. 
dium as are molt conducive to his defired Ezd, Amongſt 
which, this certainly is not the leat conſiderable, (and 
witzout which, all Government is but precarious) viz, 
A removal of whatſoever 1s hurtful and deſtrutive to his 
9 2ctety, 

Now fince the Publick allowazce, of different Opinions, 


and 


to the. Reader, bo 
and Practices about Circumſtantials'in Reljz;on (-partfcu- 
larly about Preaching ad Praying ) doth naturally improve 
into contentious Dyſputes, and thoſe Diſputes ( ifnot re- 


ſtraind ) break out into Civill Wars, for k Men nill at k Mr. New- 


Laſt. take up S words and Spears inſtead of Pens:;; and defehd by 


Armes mhat they cannot ds by Arguments; Since things dre Sep-12.1644- 
thus, Tis at leaſt Prudence ( if not Duty ) inthe Sypream £28: 36 


Power, to remove the Occaſion of this Rucne, by enjoyn= 
ing the Publick PraRice of theſe Duties in one Vziforme 
way ; That all his Snbjets 22a ſpeake the ſume thing ; and 
that there be no D iviſjons amongſt them, perfeRly joynd toge= 
ther in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgement, , 
If therefore upon inquiry it do appeare, That the Ma- - 
giſtrate hath Power to make Conſtitutions, for the, better 
ordering of thoſe Circumſtances, about which Scripture 
hath determind nothing, whether wee muſt uſe or not uſe 
them; and if Offenders againſt theſe Conſtitutions are juſtly 
puniſhable, ir undenyably- follows ; rhat in puniſhing ſach 
Violaters of his Laws, the Magiſtrate doth not Perſons, 
but execute Juſtice, and that thoſe Perſons who are thus 
refleQed upon, are not Perſecutcd as Saints, bur Puniſhd 
as MalefaQors. The very Calc of our Nonconformiſts here 
in England. - ; 8 
The Summary of theſe Concluſions (that my. Reader may 
the better apprehend them to. be both Canſequent and Ewt- 
aeat ) is this: e F ” fret * 9-19 : y 
Preaching and Praying ave neceſ] 9) Daties, Which canzat 
be performad without Circumſtances, Theſe are not determund ty 
Scripture, Nor. muſt be left undeterming, Therefore by the 
S uprewnt Magiſtrate; Who to fek.this makes Lams and Cane 
 fdtatrons: Theſe! hawe Penalties dnnexd to be inflitedion;the 
NDjſobeaient, The 1oftijon of theſe Penaltees is the ""_ 
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of Juſtice, and the Maziftrates Duty, But no Perſecution, 
Therefore thofe Perſons that ſuffer theſe' Penalties are nit in- 
juriouſely Perſecuted but juſtly Punſbd, 

Quod erat Demonſtrandum. 

I cannot atall doubt, but the weakneſs of my Brethrens 
Argument (to any onprejudic'd Reader) begins now to 
appear, However, T will repeat their Syllogilme once: 
more, and then let the World judge who is in the Rzzhr. 


Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Duties, 
But N.C. are puniſh'd for Preachinz and Praying, 
Therefore They are Puniſb'd for neceſſary Duties, 


and conſequently are Perſecuted, 


I Anſwer, firſt, by diſtinguiſhing the Major, 

Preaching and Praying quad S ubſtantiam, are neceflary 
Duttes, 7. e, Its neceffary that thefe Duties be perform'd. 
O44 Crrcumſtantias, they are not neceſſary, 4, e. though 
theſe Duties be perform'd,yet it is not zeceſ/ary to perform 
thom in ſuch or ſuch a manner, Thus, though Prajer be nc- 
ceifary, yet that it ſhould be Extemporary, or without a 
Form, is not neceſfary, or that the Miniſter ſhould be 
without a Surplice,. is not neceſſary. 

So for Preaching, though it be a Duty, yet to preach 
or hear a Sermon in a Converticle of two or three Thou- 
ſand, orts expole my lelf-to Syfferings, and perhaps, a 
long Impriſonment, to the negle& of my Profeſſioz, and 
thence the ruine of my Family, for which Iam bound 
to provide ; I ſay, to throw my ſelf upon all theſe Incon- 
veniencies, only to hear a Sermon from A. B, or C. D. 
when I may ſafely hear @ much better from an Orthodox 
Miniſter, is fo far from being neceſſary, that ie may: juſtly 
be ſaid," Who hath required theſe things at your hands, That 
.for the Major. Hap Secondly, 
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Sccondly, I Anſwer, by denying the Miner, which..is 
utterly falſe and untrue, They are not, puniſhed for Preach; 
ing and Prajing (they being puniſhable for their negle&)+ 
bur they are puniſhed for not obſerving thoſe Circumſtances 
about Preaching and Praying, which Authority . requireth 
of them ; or, they are puniſhed -for not performing theſe 
Duties in fuch a manner as their Goveryoars require; or 
more plainly yet, they are puniſhed for not obſerving, and 
ſubmitting to . thoſe Conſt:tutions, which their Goverveurs 
have Eſtabliſhed , for the better ordering of thele Dutics. 
| The Obligation of which Conſtitutions: (becauſe they-1re 
wuch oppos'd) le endeavour to confirmby this one Con- 
ſideration, Bonum non oritur nift ex integra Cauſs, Tire + 
muſt be a concurrence of all requiſite Conditions to make 
a thing good; Now the Conditions required to the Val:- 
aity ot a Law, ate not abiucly expraſt by the fotir-Cauſes ; 
Efficient, Material, Formal, 


| zory, Bur ſuch are the Conſtitutions of the Church of En-'' 
' gland, Therefore. &c. 

2. Reſpeily Cauſe Efficientis;;there is ſufficient: Autho- 
rity. and Legiſlative Power: -,2., Reſpetiu:Mpterie z the 
things enjoyn'd are not unlawſul,; as being: contrary to any 
Law, any former Obligation,, 3. Reſpetu Forme, there 
is ſufficient Promulgation. 4, Reſpe8u- Fenris, Publick 
Peace, and Satety, ( by. reſtraining Diſorders,. Tumiults,, 
Cantentions,. which mighe ariſe fromx:Difformity: in Wors- 
thip), 1s the very, Reaſon and Exd of their being:exaQed.” 
-1: Obje&; ,But.1s not Conſcience wjo1ated, and Chriftian= 
liberry zafringed by theſe Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions; ace 
they determine ,us preciſely.ad unum. in the uſe, of Fra 
,things, which God aud Chrif have left free ad utrumhiber > 

we ? "WY | Anſw, 


inal, and,\That Law which + - x I 
s is not Defeive in any one of theſe, is Valid and Obliga- nn 
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 Axſw, T Anſwer, (referring my Reader for farther 'Sa- 
- tisfaRtion to Biſhop |Sarderſons ſeventh Sermon ad Pop. 
pag. 384.) That there is no $ubje# of Exgland (whatever 
is pretended. to the contrary) but hath the Liberty of his 
Conſciexce , or, (to ſpeak more inelligibly) may worſhip 
God according tg his Conſcience, ze. in ſuch a way and 
mannerias his Confcience (Chis judging Faculty ) judgeth 
mok.acceptable ; provided always, that he keep his opt- 
nions to himſelf, or tohis Family, and make'them a Rule 
only for his own private PraFice : But if-ſuch a man will 
go publiſh his Opizions, and entangle the Conlciences of 
other},>and ferk tro-draw Diſciptes after him, and make a 
Party, and -caufe Dyo1/jons and Diſſentrons amongſt his 
Majeſties SubjeQs, and trouble the Publick, he is to be 
reltrain'd, he is'not to be tolerated. is 

IMr. Calams © Objett. 1 Will you allow the Magiftrate to Thranize dver 
Ser before the mens Confciences2, | 1) CO WITENN | 
_ , 4 .* Aaſy..'© By no means ;/ But T believe it'is the Dity of 
noe. 38. —— to-keep men from infeting their Subjeas 
© with Soul.deſtroying Errours, If thou haſt an Hereti- 
* cal 'Opiniony have it ro thy felf, and the Magiſtrate Will 
*-not, nay, cannot meddle with'thy drivare- Conſcience. 
* Bur:if thowhaboureft to infe&orhers, with.thy Graces | 
* deftroying Opinions, -E doubt not but the Magiſtrate is 
{ bound to keep-thee from. ſpreading thy Infeton to the 
- Undoing of the Souls'of his Subjects, : If he may Taw- 

- fully how up a man that hath the Plague'upoh tis bo, 
".thit he-maynotInfet others 5 why not 2 pan that hath 
*chePlapue of -Hereſie upon his Soul, thatfo he tivay ngt 
*deftroy.the Souls of Thouſands > Shall a'MaRter in: a 
* Family have-power to put away a Seivity Bat is tainted 
:2 with::1a grolſe Opinion, -and yer-not be/ called 'acTyrant 


© over 
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© over that Servants Conſcience > And ſhall:not the. chief 
f Magiſtrate of a Kingdome have Power to pur our of his 
: * Kingdome (at leaſt ro ſhut up from doing hurt). one thae 

© is his Subject, and pollnted with Blaſphemous, Hereri- 

* cal, Idololatrical Opinions > Is not the Kingdom the 
< Magiſtrates Houſe and-Family-2 - -. 

: Theſe are.the means that. are-to be ud. to-cure FI 
* diftractions of Expland. The Lord'give us grace to put 

© chem in practice, 

But this and the'other party will reply, That they are 
neither-Heretical nor Tuibulent x and therefore what 1 1s all 
this diſcourſe to.them.-.: 

I Anſwer, No'man muſt be Judge i in his own Canks y 
every man therefore is to- be ſuppoſed (ach, that (when 
| his Place requires it) ,refuſeth (by -publick Oathsy; $ ab... 
; feriptions, and- De«laxations) ta E theMiagitrate, alſu- 
Arey thar he.is; Ors#010x.,and. | nar gc 


*« Poſſibly .they'- will all ſay, "They are'of the FA" aai 
7 * Opinion withabe Reformed-Churches-in Fundamentals, moe. Now 
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; as well as we, and their differences are hut. in. avinwics 5 16 
* r:016,; Now Typang 01 is.to-be-rtue. (a5\is may Þecih-* 
© (ome of them) why do.\they.then .cranſgreſs. th6Apor © 
- ſtles Rule > why do they riot)if it be in niarters. of lefſet 


* moment. wherein they differ-from us; why: donor they+ .._.- 


: rh ele "Opinions þ clyace,. and have: fy wheo 
pen | 


Hemi OTC:: : UW 
A nay 
== od guer Snonlehotora dj 
* Ha all, at Profeſs.t he TERS i 
4 Fly Si oe a _ ag: 
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© merit wich their Brethren, and the reſt of the Churches 
© of Chriſt, as far as poſſibly; and where rhey-cannot, 
© where there is a neceſſity of differing, had they made 
* Conſcience to keep their Differences from appearing in 
"Publick; to nave their private Opimons' and 'Faith to 
© themſelves, and not intavgle the-weak with their doubr- 
* ful Diſpurations ; forbearing to judge or deſpiſe thoſe 
© that are not of their Opinion, loving them gill as Bre- 
© thren, not cenſuring them as Prophane, Antichriſtian, 
© Fighters againſt God, men that will wiltully ſhue their 
*.eyes againſt the Light ; had theſe things -(I ſay) been 
* atrended to on all hands, onr Breaches had never beer 
* fo great as now they are, nor ſhould'the lovers of Truth 
© and Peace haye had ſo much cauſe to lament them. 
o dic Kemvrs - © Bur, 0O the deceitfulneſs of the heare of man 1 Little 
-—— oo 40 many real Separiſts; wvo cry" out againſt the ſpirit 
pag. 254. © of Peefocutan: ſuſpe& that"the ſame ſpirit'is' in them 1 
whence is Perſecution, but from' thinking ill of others, 
and abhorring them, or not loving them, And do nor 
.  * you do'lo bythoſe whom you cauſcleſly ſeparate from 2 
Pp Jew wig *p:Who #c they that brand their Brethren wirh the Ti- 
p. 40. Me <£me Proud, Timesſervert, Prelatical,"Fyrannical, Antichri- 
* fan?” And'what'is this leſs they Perſecttion? - | 
q Rom. 2.1. ' 'q © Therefore thou art inexculable; Oman, whoſoever 
| 5 thou-artithat wy for: in that thou j0doeſt another, 


Q aA nn 


ras” v3 


< ſame things: '#\ And whybitioldelt thou the Mote' that 


: _—_ 7- iis thy Brothers eye;burconfidereftnot/ the Bear that 


© thou:cordeminieſt thy ſelf, fot chow that judgeſt doſt- the 


is in thine own' eye > Orhow- Wiltthouſſay t6 thy Bro- 
ther , Jet me pull out the Mote out of thin&eye ; 'and 
| FVK 


* 1 Ofinſt eaſt ur the Bearii- otitof thine oye, and 2 
7/1356 - *ſhalt - 


to the Reader, 23 


© ſhalt thou ſee cleaily+ to caſt obt the Moat out bb thy 
< Brothers eye. + | 164 | 

I have a fair occaſion (could I al'ow myſelf the liber- 
ty of its improvement) to return my Brethrens Argument 
ypon their own heads, by afluring them ( and I beſeceh . 
Goa to give them- grace to conſider and bewaile it ).-that 
the Perf.eutitn (ſo much complained of): lyes ar their 
own Doors, they being rot innocent Sufferers, but injurt- 
ous Azgreſſors. 

Thele I know are very harſh and urpleaſing words; bur 
the Truth of them will appear , -when we ſhall: have re- 
membred, that there are more ſots of Perſecution then 
oze, of which St. { Auguſtine thus informes. 'Grawuc 'per- 
ſequitur filius Patrem male vivendo, quam Pater filium caſts- 


ou. Et gravius ancilla Saram perſecuta eft per iniquam pyiſt, cap-17- 


uperbiam',” quam tam Sara per debitam Diſciplinam. Et 
aravius Dominum perſequebantur propter quos diftum eſt ; 28= 
lus domus tue comeiit mes quam eos ipſe cum eorum menſ as e- 
wertit , & eas. flagello de templo expalit. There is you ce 
Perſecution of the Tongue, and! of an irregular Life, as well 
as of the Han#; andif my Brethren are not at ;preſent 
guilty of this latter” ( whether throuph reftrainti, or: thidr 
own good nature 'I ſhall not determine ) I ant fure the 
former is their conſtant PraQtice. 
For, (to inſiſt only upon'that) *tis even amazeing to 


mention, what bitter Faynts, rude S arcaſmes ,unmannerly-* * 


Jeers, fabulous Stores , ſcandalous Reproaches, are' their 
daily exerciſe, whereby they vex the Righteous Souls, wea- 
ken the Hands, diſcourage the Exdeatours, of their honeſt 
- Orthodox Conforming Bretbren,;Are ror all Places:, ll . 
Companies, all O ceaſions fufficientiwitneſſes of this Truth? 
- | Really 'ris very (ad, (and to-be lamented with Tru?) 
| Thar 


t Math. 10, 
24. KC. 
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w Mr, Baxter - * And yet 


ut ſupra p. 
245, 


u Famer 1. : 


T4 | \ The Preface 
Thatthe great work of Religion, the Preaching of the Goz 
ſpell, and the Salvation of Souls , ſhould be, thus obſtru- 
Qed by theſe unfortunate praiſes. 


' - Bur IT hope no faithfull Son of the Church will be diſcou- 


_ ragd at theſe Things, or in. the leaſt negle& his Duty, 


though all the 'World ſhould; be offended at him. The 
Rule is fixt, Ve xuft abey God rather them Man, *Tis our 
Dear Lords, caſe, it» whom there was no Sin-, -netther was 
Guile found in his mouth, -and yet he was accug'd for a 
TWWae brbber, a Glutton, and that- he had -a Dewill, r The 
Diſciple & not. abarve fig: Maſtery nor +he Servant above his 
Lord, It i enough for:the Diſciple that he be' as his Maſter, 
and theServant 4s bis Lord + if they havecalPd the Maſter of 
the houſe Beelzebub,. hom much more ſhall. they call them of his 
Houſboli.» Fear them not therefare: Fear not them which 
kill the body, but are nat.able ta kill the Soul ; but rather fear 
him. which 1 able to deſtroy both Soul and Body in' Hell, 
I cannot. now ſtay to expoſtulate 'with my Brethren, 
otherwiſe Iſhould tell them., there is ſuch a thing as 
Scaxdal; and that Chriſt hath you ones, the meatieſt of 
whom ;:ifrhey offend!-(hinder;frotghetr.Daty, and fhop 
them in. their way to:Hedyen, by ſpe3king-Evil of the Hays 
of God): it were bettey .4 Mylfione free hanget about their 
necks, and they caſt into the miaſt of 'the S eg. Tio 
Bur I ſhall only deſtre/them. to{confider that of Saine 


\ James 3; JF, any man among jan ſeeer y9: be: Religious, and 
: bridleth wet his Tongues, Git \decei veth. tas ona heart, \thrs mans 


Relip1on is wram, > 7 | : 
how contrary is the practiſe of no ſmall 
© number of the: Religious >--In all Compatiies, bow for- 
© ward are they to:talkeatl the fins of Princes: and-Par- 


( ©liaments >- of Courticrs, af Nobility and Gentry, eſpe- 


® 


* ctally 


© cially of Miniſtcrs#:' And net-onely gfe 


* lous, that are grilty indeed , but 


_ 
— 
- 
- 


© that are not of their way, whole fanlts they rather . 
© x make than find, - | | )\ ogg Sd 
I have done, and muſt intreat the. Readers Charity, - * 
in pardoning thoſe exceſſes of my Pex; which (whilſt 
Twas intent upon the matter) may poſſibly have-fallh 
from mee.. God he knows" it, Cand tis my .camfort 
whenthe world condemnes mee } I have. no defigne to 
exaſperate any man but to reforme him. If this. do, not 
| Stay ( for ſome meh are very. hard to; pleaſe; ) take 
this farther Apology in-the words of that Reverend Perſon: 
now mentiond, whoſe Piety and Moderation 1 with: his 
Brethren would imitate. Ws : 
4 * Woe to: the Land and People that can multiply y Me. Baxter 
© Sin and cannotRepent; And woe to-them that pretend AA s 
© Repentance, and loveto be flatter'd in their Sin, and” * * 
© cannot endure to beadmoniſh'd ut take all the diſco. | 
* yverys of their Sin to be injurious reproach. Among 
©the Prophane wee take this to-bee a-deadly fign of Im- 
© penitency... And 'is it ſo bad in them, and.good ins > 
© It is part of my Office to'cry. with holy.Bradford R E - 
*PENT O E NG LAND; andto fay after Chriſt 
© (Except ye Repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe Periſh,) 2n4 
© can I call men toRepent, when I muſt. notdareto tell- 
© them. of what? nor to: mention the-Sin which.is moſt 
© tobe repented of? Luſe allthis Preface becauſe I know 
©that Guilr and Impenitency are touchy, and tender, 
© and galled, and querulous, and fuch will. beſtow the 
" time in backbiting - their Monitor, which. they ſhould © 
© beſtow in lamenting their fin. But ſhall Ftheretfore for- 
© beer,. and betray their Souls, and betray the Land 
d © through 


26 * The Preface, exc, 


**rhrough cowardly Silence > Muſt I ſhew that T hate 

gl OPER by not admoniſhing them, ( Lev. 19. 17.) 

OM hen I'mnſtſhew that I love the looſer fort by my 

_ ſharp reproofs ? Muſt I not tear them that can kill the 

* Body ? and muſtI fear to difpleaſe a profeſſed Chri- 

tian, calling him to repentance in a time of Judge. 
ments £ p 

© Read on now with theſe Memento's inyour eye : And 

" ifafter ſoplainaPremenition,you will venture tocharge 

© mee with that which I diſclaime, do it at your own 

* perill, I ſtand or fall to the Judgement of God, and 

. look for a better reward then the H ypocrttes, which is, 

To have the good Opinion of men, be they Profeflours 

" of Piety, or Profane. And with me by Gods grace, 

: it ſhall hereafter be accounted a ſmall Thing C to the 

- hindering of my Fidelity to Chriſt and mens ſouls) to 

be judged of men, x Cor.4.3. 

* And if there ſhould be any Paſtors. of the Chur- 

* ches, who inſtead of concurring to heal the Flocks of 

* theſe dividing Principles, . ſhall rather” joyne with 

© Backbiters, and encourage them in their miſreports 

© and ſfanders,becaufe it tendeth to the ſuppoſed intereſt 

* oftheir Party or themſclves, let them prepare to an- * 

* yer ſuch unfaithfulneſs to their Conſciences which will 

" ſhortly be awakned, .and tothe great Shepherd of the 

© Flock whots at the door, and who told even the De- 

* vills Agents, that 4 Houſe or Kingdom divided againſt 

| it ſelf cannot ſtand, but is brought to nought, Matt, 12. 

( 1f alas, alas, experience hath not yet, not yet, not yet, 


C ; - 
. done enough to teach them this.) 


2 MeL, 7; * Adver- 


tf 
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CA IIALEEAIARENREASTALERS 


TOLERATION 


Diſapprov'd and Condemn'd &c. 


Humbly preſented to the ſerious Conſfuderation 
of all Diſſenting Partes, 


MJ Brethren, 
HE Lord Jeſus (who knows all our 
Hearts, and before whoſe great 'Tribu- 
nal both you and and T mult one day ap- 
peare)is my witneſs; that the cheif deſigne of 
my preſent undertaking, is the Peace and welfare 
of the Church;the contumance of the Goſpel; and 
the eternal Salvation : of pretious and unmortal 
Souls, I do therefore much hope (though we 
areall naturally impatient of oppoſition ) that 
you will favourably recerve, and ſeriouſly confe- 
der theſe plaine (yet well meaning) ines; whuch 
have no other patronage, then the charity of the 
Author, and the candor and piety of thoſe perſons 
towhom they are direfied, |. | 
'The ſolemnity of this Preface as it may raiſe 
your expeCtations,ſo it may poſlibly invite your 
B curioſity 


. endeavours to ſave his ſoul, and come to hea- 


a Advertiſe- 
touchs 


ments 
ing the 


> 1 of) A Retgion mnto a C omedy or Satyr, to ſearch, and rip 
his Reſuſe | : 
Þ. 165. 


[2] 
rioſity to inquire; who, or what manner of perſon 
Iam, that have taken rhe confidence of ſo unpor- 
tant an Addreſs. | 
And though the knowledge of my name 


would ſignifie lirtle, (I being not ſo conſiderable 


as that it ſhould add any weight to my perfor- 
mance) yet that I may in ſome ſort gratify ſuch 
obliging Readers (as I hope to find you) I ſhall 
farther acquaint you;that(though I am not a per- 
ſon very ambitious to be known yet) upon oc- 
caſion, I ſhall either publickly own,and Vindzcate, 
or (if duely convinc'd)as publickſy recant my pre- 
ſent opinion; and (in ſhort ) to lecure you, and A- | 
pologize for my ſelfe, (ſince concealed names | 

areever ſuſpitious) I do ſolemnly proteſt:- thar , 
I am no ſcoffer at Rel:gton, nor railer at true Pie- 
ty; that I /ove an honell religious good man( that 


ven) under what profeſhon ſoever I find him: 
that I will pitty, and (according to my poor a- 
bility)reCtify, bur never make ſport with hus er- 
rours, and Miſtakes: and herein I doe readily fub- 
{cribe to the learned La Vernlam,That to turne 


up wounds with a laughing countenance; to intermix 
| Scripture 


[3] 
Scripture & ſcurnliy ſometimes in one ſentence,is a 
thing very far from the azvout reVerence of a chriſtian . 
and ſe cant beſ, eemmy the honeſt a, on of a /, ober man, 
Two principal cauſes(ſaith this honourable perſon) 
have I ever known of Athetſme; curious Controver- 
fres,and prophane ſcoffing, Andno leſs doT admire 
(what Ihope you will grant T have endeavoured 
to tranſcribe) that mcomparable ſaying of the ju- 


I 


dicious b Hooker, There will come a time when three » Tye p16: 


words uttered with Charity and meekneſs , ſhall re- 


face to his 


cerve a f ar more bleſſed Reward, then three thouſand Sef.2. 


volumns written with diſdainful ſharpneſs of Wi, 
But, if anirregular. beat (which I will yet endea- 
vour to ſuppreſs )ſhould*-ſome "little diſplay it 
ſelfe; Cit being very diffticule to contend collly, 
and without AﬀeCtion, about things which we 
hold dear andipretious) and certainly the Peace 
of the Church's eminently ſuch) 1f” Paſſion, and 
Intereſt, ſhould obtrude themſelves under the no- 
tion of Zeale (which Grod knows, is no leſs 
common then fatal miſtake in the management of 
our:Controverſies)1dothen humbly beg of you, 
that you would ſeriouſly conſider the following 
Words of the fore-cited good 'man; that, the: mian- 
ner of mens writings muſs not altenate our hearts "oe 

2 the 


[4] 
the Truth, fit a pear tbey have the Truth. 
Having now{[as far as tis judged convenient)given 
= an account of the Author,twill in all likelt- 
ood be next demanded (fince this Subject hath 
been of late ſo fully, and as ſome think unauſwe- 
rably diſcuſt) what convincing Reaſons I have to 
trouble, either my Brethren to read, or my felf 
. to write, focommon, and (whileſt propoſalls 
are on foot) ſo unwelcome a diſcourſe. 
Really (my Brethren) did I nor fear,that ſuch 
frequent proteſtations might ſeem too affected; 
or that Conſcience and Reality, might be miſtaken 
for bumour and defigne; 1 would onee more call 
the ſearcher ' of all Hearts to witneſs; that Iam 
ſo far from a perſecuting ſpirit (the uſuall brand 
we beitow upon our Adverſaries) that fome 
Months {1nce I had ſo favourable an opinion of 
Indulgence, Connivence , or Toleration, that 1lit- 
t]e thought I ſhould zow appear an obſtruEter of 
ſo much defir'd, and (as I then apprehended) fo 
bleſſed a work. - 

I am confident you are very forward to know 
the Reaſon of fo ſudden , and  unexpeRted a 
change; .tis therefore comitingall farther pre- 
facing) un ſhort thus, ne irene ants Jo OO 
Being 


[5] 
Being defirous to informe my ſelfein the Na- 
ture and extent of Toleration, which I obſery'd (in 
ſuch variety of methods , by ſuch different Par- 
tzes) fo zealouſly promoted; (and that under no 
 lefs miles then Liberty of conſcrence; the great 
Intereſt of all Kingdomes, and States, and par- 
ticularly of England) in order to a more full 
ſatisfaction (not omitting my hearty Prayers to 
the Father of Lights, from whom cometh every 
good and perfe& gift, and who hath promiſed to 
give Wiſdome, Counſel, and direftion to him that 
asketh) I procur'd, and peruſ'd, ſome of the moſt 
con{iderable Traf#s and Pamphlets (proand con) 
that have handled this Subject: and I mult imge- 
mouſly confeſs (though I was not perfectly con- 
vincdyet) I did ' at firlt very much favour 
[whom I do yet no leſs pitty) the diſſenting Par- 
ty; and really it ſeem'd fo plauſible (ſince every 
man mult anſwer for his owz works) that every 
man ſhould have: the Lzberty of his own opinion; 
and the name of Conſcience is ſo ſacred; that I 
durſt not but make a pauſe, before I had paſs'd 
a judgement upon ſuch honelt pretences. And 
eto-make you my Confeſlors) 1 was . no little 
affected with fome reſentments. of a late: ingenir 
KV | B 3 = OUS . 


[6] 
ous Writer; his words are theſe, 
c Propoſe: for There are a company of People about us in the 


þ 2ty Ne 
we Je? T Country of different perſwaſtons 3 who meet [ome- 


_ tanies many bandreds together , that our 7u ices 
have been in perplexity what to do. The moſt of them 
(for ought 1 percerve]are certainly inoffenſrve perſons, 
and they have really no more againſt them, thew Pli- 
ny againſt the Chriſtians of old, when be ſent to T'ra- 
Jan about them, that is , only that they meet , and 
Preach and Pray. together : and if that excellent 
Prince was aſhamed after this reporthe gave him, of 
them im his Epiſtle, to have tboſ; good men ſought 
out. any more unts punifhment, 1 canuot but favour 
ther inclinations, abich are averſe from the like In- 
quifuton, T1 profeſſe to God it 25 ſuch an ungentleman 
like thing. (me thinks} to trouble ones Netghbours, that 
I ſhould be glad to rid modeſt men of that worke; It 
were better all theſe Afts ſuffered at once adue and, 
Chriſtian reculation, than we ſhould be ftull put upor, 
this untoward dragging innocent Folks thus to Priſon 
for doing nothing mm earneſt but endeavouring to ſave 
their ſouls, In the name of God take you your Pſal- 
ter, and et them ſay their Prayers as they will, _ 

_ This, together with ſome other 'refleEtions 
drawne from the great Love of "Chriſt: £0 us 
| | (which 


[7] 
(which therefore by way of gratitude wee are to 
acknowledge by ſuitable 4s of love, pity, and 
indulgence to.0ur poore Brethren) did very much 
move me; The words of my Autior are theſe, 
There is a perſon I hope you would dy a kandneſſe 
for wth all your heart, and you have Reaſon, it 1s 
for your dear Lord that bought. you, andithers 15' no- 
thing tn. the world you can do(1 am perſwaded)) that he 
will take ſo kindly from you at this time , as to be 


puiful to bus Servants, who axe d: reſſed about ' your 


Afts im paint of Conſcience, aud whothe wore defpi- 
fed they are, and hike unto thetr Lord, the fitter Sub- 
zefts they are for your compaſſion, And alittle after-- 
' Tf you had no need of mercy from God jit were tolera- 
ble; then for ; you to. be extreame towards others, 
I hope this candid confeſſon of my weak- 
neſle (1f yet it be a weakenefſe to acknow- 
ledge my errours) ſhall not fo far prejudice my 
Reader, as to.hinder his acceptance of 'my fol- 
lowing Reaſons, if it appear that they are really 
{uch (7z, e.) rational and convincing. To giue you 
therefore my Thoughts in order,my firſt refle- 
Ction was this; LY 


'That though this T oleration A whillt confiilfcerd 


an the notion,and as it were inthe Idea, do carry 


with 
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with it a great deal of outward glory and luſtre; 
filling the hearts of men with expeCtations of 
much happineſle toenſue, (and no wonder if it 
be therefore entertain'd with generall applauſe 
eſpeci lly ofthe Vulgar ſort )yet when we come 
ad prafticandum; to conſider how this notion may 
beſt be made prafiicalland put in execution, wee 
ſhall then meet with ſuch unpediments, and in- 
conveniences, as ſhall render the performance(to 
ſay no worſe) very far ſhort of promiſe, and ex- 
pectation. And for my .owne part (ſubmicring 

1till to better judgements) I do find it fo znin- 
telligible and unpratiicable, that however it is pre- 
tended .(and.chat very highly) by others, yer in 
my apprehenſion (and indeed the proceſle: of the 

World ſheweth no leſle)'tts only a Thing for weaker 
Parties to talke on, 

For, (to remind you .onely of what others 
have more fully dif cuſs'd)if a Toleration muſt be 
admitted , then either Univerſall and unlimited, 
(ſuch as may comprehend even the Papiſts them- 
ſelves) or elſe Particular, (, e.) limited to ſome 
peculiar Perſons or Parties, 

As to the firſt, 'ris fo perfe&tly wild and ex- 
travaganr, that (in the judgement of all ſober 
Prote- 


[9] 
Proteſtants) it rather deſerves an exploſive ſcorn 
then a ſerious confutation, - oth 
_ Forthe ſecond, viz: a particular and limited; 
unleſs ( which ſeems the likelieſt way tobring 
the work to ſome Iſſue ) the diſſenting Parties 
( who are many and of different perſwaſions ) 
would clearly and diltinftly acquaint the world, 
(in ſome publick — unanumoully own'd ) 
who they are that ſhall be indulged , and upon 
what conditions, we are yet never the nearer. 
They giveus indeed (by way of Reſolution) 
ſome penerall expreſſions : but theſe then are of 
ſo doubtfull, (1 had almoſt faid impoſſible ) in- 
terpretation; that I appeal toany rational man 
(all prejudice and: intereſt lay'd afide) whether 
ſuch uncertainty's can be laid as a ſufficient 
Foundation, on which to raiſe ſo conftderable a 
ſtruftureas the Peace of the Church, and Pro» 


ſperity ofthe Nation, | -Diſe.of 
For whulit they tell us of Reformed. Religion to _ Title 


” be ſettled 1nits due Latitude, and yet never ac- 
quaint us what we are to underftand by: this due 
Latitude, what 1s the full extent; and meanmg;of 


the Word: whilſt: they hoes that the” P arties Diſc.ofRet. 


comprehended in their eſtabliſi 


tance 


ut ſhall bz of tmpors Par. p. 18, 


[10] 
tance in the Publicke Intereſt, and of Principles con- 
eruous to ſuch ſtated Order tw the Church, as the ſta- 
bility of the Canmmonwealth requires * and yet never 
inform us what theſe important Intereſts, and con- 
gruous Principles are; what other is it, but to tri- 
fle us with Ambiguinies and Amuſements? to trou- 
ble both themſelves and others, in thus fiercely 
contending for a Toleration, in no body know's 
What , and to be granted to no body knows 
Whom? 

IT havegiven you arefleftion,which if duely 
improv'd by ſome happier Pen, might poſhbly 
appeare of more difficalt reſolution, then your 
preſent Septiments ( occafiond by the mean- 
_ of its delivery) may invite you to appre- 

However, Iam ſure (as to mee) it hath been 
of ſufficient moment to. reviſe my former 
' Thoughts ; and to ſhew lelle Gran to. your 

preſent Toleration, towards which I have been 
(very lately } more warmly affected, 

But (to come yet cloſer tomy intendment) 
that which did more fu/ly (and if I miſtake not 
unanfwerably ) convuice me , was the peru- 
fall of ſeverall Sexmons preached by fomeof 


our 


1117 
our late eminent Divines (before the two Houſes 
of Parliament) on ſolemn occaſtons, For I mult 
notomit'to tell you,that having heard thoſe Difs 
courſes much commended (as being delivered 
by ſuch famous Preachers, _—_— uch as were 
reputed fo wife and. judicious Audirors' as'the 
Loxds,; and Commons, and-therefore without. doubt = 
did contain ſomewhat extraordmary) I procu- 
red a good number of chem (about . anitundred) 
and as my- other occafions would permic (nor 
without mach expectacion) ſet my felfero the. 
reading of them, 

And indeed (that Tmay be faithfull to the me- 
mory af thoſe Perſons) I muſt acknowledge both 
to you and the*World, Ireceived no bad return of 
my labours;for I found (which is chiefely to my 
preſent purpoſe to obſerve ) this point of Tole- 
ration ſo excellently, and fully diſcuſſed ( though 
_ obiter only andas it were by the by) thatno tract 
ex inflituto (and there are ſome very ingenious} 
_ could ever afford me the like ſatisfaction, 
Now that this may nor be gratis & precario 
_ diflum; I ſhall very faithfully lay down their 
own Reaſons in their own words; and then leave 
itto youand all men to conſider; whether it be 
C 2 not 


(12] 
not ( morally atleaſt) impoſhble; that ſo many 
excellently learned, and emment Divines, ſhoud 
ſofrequently, (and that with ſuch vehemency of 
zeale ) oppoſe the very Name of Toleration or 
which 1s yet. more obſervable, that thoſe very 
Sermons 11 which theſe invectives are contained, 
ſhould not only receive the Thanks of the two 
Houſes, but by their eſpeciall order, be likewiſe 
made Publick ) were there not {ome ſecret Dan- 
yer in the Thing, which either the Intereſt, or Se- 
curity of the preſent Age, will not now ſutter us to 
apprehend? 


© Lſpeak as unto Wiſe men; Judge 36 
what I ſay. _ 


Dr, Cornelius Burgeſſe. 
Mr, 7obn Ward, 
Mr, William God, 
Mr, Thomas Thorowgood. 
Mr, Humphrey Hardwick, 
Ms. Avrthuy Salwey. 
Mr, William Regner, 
Mr, Thomas Caſe. 

Mr, Zobn Lightfoot, 

Mr, Thomas Watſon, 
Mr. G corge Hughes, 
Mr, Edmund Calamy, 
Mr, Richard Baxter, 
Mr, Thomas Horton, 
Mr, Lazarus Seaman, 
Mr, Matthew Newcomen, 
Mr. Richard Vines, 

Mr, Stmeon Aſh, . 

Mr. James Cranford, 
Ms, Thomas Edwards, 


Cyujus aures clauſe veritatu ſunt, ut ab amico 
verum audire nequeat , hujus fſalus deſperanda 
elt. Cc . Rhet, [ . I, | 


Ry 
CORR ERESATLEEELTERRIANSS 


'The 'Teſtimonies of the fore-mentioned 
_ Drvines againſt Toleration, 


G Ive me leave, I beſecch you, to ſpeak freely i= 


You; I will do it humbly too. - Seems. before 
Ar your firſt fitting dewn, you expreſſed ,p, þyaſe of 
many brave and noble reſolutions, of giving Gods buſi- commons 
© nels the precedency of all other your Aﬀairs: and your Novemb. 5. 
© beginnings 'promiled much, Howbcit , I know not how 1947 P-69- 
* ir comes to pals,bur fo it is,that Gods work lies yet un» _ HY” 
© done. Matters of Re[;9503 lic a bleeding; all Grvern= yy 15th, at 
© ment and Diſcipline of the Church is laid in her Grave, the Crane 
*and all porenneyy vermine of bold Schiſmaticks and in St. Pauls 
© frantick YeAaries glory in her aſhes , making her fall, Church- 
* their own riſing to mount our Pulpits, toofer ſtrange I974+ 164T- 
© fire, to expell the oravelt, ableſt, and moſt eminent Mi- 
© niſters in the Kingdome; ( if not our of their Pulpirs 
© yet) out of the hearts of their People, as a company of 
© weak men, formaliſts, time-ſervers, no Miniſters of 
© Chriſt, but Limbs of Antichrift, having no calling ex- 
© cept from the Devill ; and to forfake our Aﬀſemblies as 
© Babyloniſh and Aztichriſft:zaz ; fo as in ſhort time they 
© will not leave us the face of a Church. And yet No 
© Courſe « taken to ſuppreſs their fury & to reduce them to Or- 
© der,which(as things now ſtand)will never be\till you put 
© your hands to the Cure, Þ I beſeech you therefore, inthe bp. 63. 
© Name of that great God , whom you ſerve , and who 
*hath hitherto bleſ you, and. for the Peace and proſpe- 
©ritie of this Church and Kingdame , to reſume - and 
| ; © purſue 


c 
'C 

5 

c 


a P.64. 


{16 ] 
* purſue your firſt thoughts of ſetting up God and his or- 
© dinances , as becomes you in a regular way ---- a That 
© our Church and the Government thereof may be no lon- 
© ger laid waſte , and expoſed to Confuſion, under the 
* plauſible pretence of Not forceing mens Conſciences, To 


| 2 or all men into a courſe of Orderand Viformity in 


ods way, is not to force the Copſcience , but 'to ſet up 
* God in his due place, and to bring all his people into the 


BSerm:befor path of rightcouſneſle and lite, 


the Com- 
mons at a 


Publick F ajt © and yet want hearts to 


March 30 


1642 P35. c 


EP. 46. 


d Form: be-, 


fore the 


Commons 


b © Be there none of you that foreſee the fatal miſchiefs 
© of leaving all men to their liberties in the things of God 
ule your Skill and intereſt to 
make haſt to ſettle matters ofReligion , leaſt you come 
too late with a Remedy when the diſeale is growne in» 
© curable , and the Kingdome yroune to that paſſe (as 
* the grave Hiſtorian noted of old Reme) that it can neither 
© beare the malady,nor endure the Cure, c Do you not ſee 
© or hear dayly otthe diforders,ſeQs, rents, and Schiſmes 
* that every where bud forth already, and threaten all Or- 
© der, Unitie , and Goverment. Give the water but a 
* paſſage without ſpeedy making up the Banks, and you 
© know how ſoon whole Seas will breake in upon us, and 
© render all irrecoverable and incurable, If one difficulty 
occur to day, it will be doubled, yea multiplied to 
morrow. There is no Hydra ſo fertil of heads, as Errour 
and ſchiſme grown to ſome ſtrength and maturity, Ir will 
aske you but a ſhort time of Connivence, afterwards there 
© well be no curbing nor ſhameing of it, Nothing is ſo con- 
* fident as ignorance, impudent as fa!ſhood, and catching 


-c 


. 
& 
'C 
C 


at a publick© c Errour, 


Faſt April. 
30- 


2.51-& 3 Ze 


1645+ 


© Take heed of thole ſpirits of Errour, who with faire 


({peciouſe, pargerted, glozeing words) ſecke to make 
*mer- 


19] | 
© merchandize of you, beguiling unſtable foules. Beware 
© of thoſe compliances with, and indulgences to all ſorts of 
© Seats and Schilſmes now pleaded for, both by word and 
writing, as it were part of Chriſts Legacy, and his 
Peoples Liberty to be of what Religion they will, to be 
Ftolerated in any opinions never ſo erroneous and perni- 
Frious (untill further light:) that ir is the Magiſtrates, du- 
= © xy to protett them in that liberty; and that the contrary 
© thereunto ts to perſecute Chriſt, | 

© Hath God inſerted this as one maine branch of his 
* Grand coverant with his People under the Goſpell, [ 
© will give them one heart and one way that they may fear me 
© for ever , *that is, that they may all call upon the name Jer 32.39. 
© of the Lord to ſerve him with one conſent > Teph; 3.9. 
© Did Chriſt aſcend up on high and give gifts unto men , and 
© 2ave ſome Apoſiles, ſome Prophets, and ſome Ewvangelifts, 
} © and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfeFing of the 
© Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry , for the edifying of the 
# © body of Chriſt , *till we all come, «« 1 inirura & nice, into 
© the wnity of the Faith; and , is it Perſecution , and Anti- 
* chriſtianiſme to engage all to Vauty and Viaiformity> 
© Doth Paul bid the Philippians to beware of the Conciſi- 
© oz? Philippians 3. 2, Doth he beſeech the Romans 
© to mmarke thoſe which cauſe Diviſions and Offences 
© contrary to the dofirine which they had learned , and to a) And yet 
© avoid them, and that upon this ground, that they who !%* Author 
) *are ſuch, ſerve zot the Lord Leſus but their.onn bellies, = wrt. of 
© however hy good words and fair ſpeeches they deceive 22. mY S 
© the hearts of the ſimple? Rom: 16, 17. Doth he jbas thy 
b writing to the Galatians wiſh, 1 ould they were even Text i lits 
© cur off that trouble you, a Gal : 5. 12, And is it ſuch an tle 10 the 
© hainous offence now, for the. faithfull gervants of Chriſt, £*7P%c+ 


"to 


[18] 
"to adviſe you tothe ſame courſe? O Heavens? be aſt; 
niſhed at this; and bluſh for the ignorance of ſome, and 
impudence' of others, that dare {o boldly Prefle for ſuch 
a:Toleration, which none but vaine deftruQtive thoughts of 
carnall men can look upon, without indignation and hore 
ror. | 
© Beware how you hearken to: theſe Empiricks and Sy- 
©-rens,who ſecke to charme the world into a deep ſlcepe, 
* by preſenting their confidence of a neceſſity of comply- 
* ing with all ſorts of SeQaries , yea of truſting the Sword 
* in their hands; and to defer the ſettling of matters of Re= 
* ligion during the war, for feare of looſing the Godly 
Cc . %G 
_ Party (as too mapy proudly ſtile themſelves, by way of 
_ differenee from all that are not of their opinions and 
. ways) what is this but to teach God a new forme of 
- Politicks, ro proclaime, that it is not alwaies fate to 
b The 4u- hold outthe truth ofthe Goſpel!', and to command all 
thor of Lib. © men to embrace it, bur much ſafer to halt Between two 
of Conf. Þ. * opinions? Belike Jofrab-went beyond his bounds, when 
mr = gf : after kimſeHfe had worn a folemne Covenant to the Lord 
rrary when he made all Ja4ah and Benjamin to ſtand to it, and 
be tells uz | made all that were preſent in Ifrael to ſerve the Lord: 
that What © their God. 2 Chron: 34. 32, 33. and A/a much more, 
was doneby * when he drew all the people into a Covenant, That 
the King: ©, hofoever would: not ſeek the Lord God of Iſrael, 
of iſrael & could be put to death, whether ſmall or groat , man 


be tea © Or WOman 3 Chron, IS, I'3, b Bur the ample and tran” 


«G A aA A 


ſonably ſcendent Com mendations which the Lord gives unto- 
made a rule © theſe pious Kings, eſpecially in reference to theit {ince- 
to Magi- © rity, and zeate inreforming and ſettling of Religion in one ' 
firats now © 3/,:5,e way, may ſuiciently warrant ahd encourage all 


Goa. © Religious Magiſtrates , to take care! that all-iinder_their 


= Gover N= 


© Government, ſhould all ſerve the Lord with one ſbouldeys 
© this being not a Tyranny over men , but the Privilkedge 
© of the Goſpel, B:ware yet ar laſt of ' that- thovehit, 
© that zt 7s z0t yet tzwze to build the Lords houſe, Judah paid dear 
© for this , asT have heretofore ſhewed you ar large, on 
© Plalm : 96. 10, and in my former Sermon on this Text, 
* and therefore (hall ſpare my ſelfe and you, the paines of 
< inlarging at the preſent. Settle this in your hearts; Gods 
« Truth » the "true Worſhip and Diſcipline of Chriſt , ſet 
© up and eſtabliſhed in one Viiforme way , never preju- 
© dicd any Nation or State (where it had free paſſage) tn 
© the leaſt degree, but hath ever been their ſafety , happt- 
© a:ſſe , aud hoxour, It is Errour (how much ſoever crys 


* ed up) not truth, (how much foever cryed downe and , ,,, 


© or Kingdome ; the care whereof. muſt be upon you, as 


- . Fob 
© blaſphemed) that makes and foments rents and factions, - 4 


.- a-< Harerahl and beloved,yet another word of Exhorta- Ipſwich in 
* tion to judge for God, and as: God judgeth, 1. for Gad, his Serm: 
© There are matters of God, as well as matters of the King before the 


Commons 


© well as upon us;his Church,his Kingdome, his City , c/o gl 


* his houſe, his People, his Spouſe,his Children,his body, gon prin- 

© ye asnurfing Fathers, muſt tenderthe: good -and 'wellare ted for C. 

© of them, - that! they _ find harbour and proteQton, Meredith. 
e 


© enjoy their jult privi 
© with Chrit bath made them free : not ſuch licentiguſe- 
nefie as 15 abus'd for a Cloake of Naughtineſſe, Ye muſt 
*{ee to order and Unity 2mongft them, that there'be {no 
© rents and ſchiſmes; ſurely our Saviour that aſcendedinto 


© heaven and gave giftsto men, ſome Apoſtles , &c: that 


© wee minht all meet in the Vnitce of faith 5 and hath 
© divers times, and after ſundry manners, given that. yery 


* thing in charge to his miniſters , would' tiot havethe . 


D 2 Magiltrates 


dges, and Liberties," where- 1645+ 


eP.50 


© - [20] | 
© Magiftrate left at large from providing , and endeavours 
ing, that ſpeaking or following the truth in love, we may grow 
k > making increaſe by edifying our ſelves and one another in 
* Love 


©Ye muſt doe that, which we are to pray, that ye doe 
© is. Take a Courſe that Chreftians may live in a Peacea- 
© ble and quiet life in Godlineſſe and honeſty, no: in ſtrife 
© and contention, 

© There is ---- His Name,it may not be blaſphemed, 
F diſhonoured. His Day, it muſt be ſan&ified. 
© His Goſpell. Ye have Authority, and itis your duty 
* toprovide that it beduely preached. a That it be truly 
© taught: not blended, adulterated, made another Goſpell 

His :Worſbip, it muſt not be corrupted by Idolatry, ſu- 
©erſtitious Innowations, left God be worſhipped in vaine 
* while they teach for Do&rines the Commandments of 
* men, His Mzziftrie, it ought to be purged, planted, 
© lights ſer up in every bowle of the Candleſtick, encou- 


* raged, maintained, and abetted in the work of the 
© Lord. | 


© His Sacraments, itis your honour as your duty to ſce 
© that they be kept pure in the celebration and miniſtration, 
© of them. There is a bookecaſe for it. Num. 9. 7. 
F there were certaine men 8c: bit if this be not full, the 
© Prefidents. 2 Chron: ch: 15.ch:30. and ch: 35 will 
*rule rhe Caſe for the Civill Magiſtrate, and make ont 
*rhis: That where the Doctrine and Diſcipline ofthe 
* Church doth not, or cannot prevaile, the Magiſtrate 
© mult interpoſe his Coercive Power for reftraint and-re- 
© medy =--- in a word: God hath many things amongſt us 
* that muſt be protected and maintain d; and the matters 
© of God have many adverlarics which muſt be watched, 


and 


[21] 


© 2nd ſuppreſſed; for ye bear not the ſword in vain, ye 
© :re Gods Miniſters attending continually upon this very 
© ;hing. Magiſtrates and Miniſters have ( as ye ſee ) 'one 
© common ſtyle of Office; that ye in your place,and we in 
© our FunQion and Order, (ſhould mind and promovethe 
© things of God; ye by the Sword,and we by the Word, you 
© tre keepers of both Tables, the firſt andgreat command- 
© ment,as well as the ſecond that is like unto it, toth 


C o b » : F'4 P, Ile 
come ſomerimes as occaſion is under your cognizance. If this by 


a*And ye know what a brand ſticks to this day upon Galli ,,ye the 

© (though an Heathen Magiſtrate) that he cared not for 4nthiof the 
© the matters of the Law and Worſhip according to the Prop. for 

© Law when queſtion was brought; no, though there were King and 

© jnſurretions and tumults upon that occaſion : and for ©ingdome 


© Gamaliels counſell, Refrain from theſe men and let them Paved woes 
. > a . Zeale then 
alone : for if this counſell or this work , be of men, it hngg1.4 
* al a ge, 
will come to naught ; but if it be of God, ye cannot ouer='whey ba- 
© throw it, leſt happly ye be found even tofieht againſt ving menti« 
© God b though it be found within the Bible, yct it 1s not 9ned the 
© of like Authoriry with one of Solomons proverbs or <o#nſel! of 
* maximes of Policy : irhath no otherwiſe the approba- _— 
* tion of God for good, then the defigne of Pharaoh, or qo + _— 
* the cra/ty counſell of Achitophel which are alſo recorded the Lord, 
p in the ſcripture : it will not conſiſt with other rules of the the grear 
word , and hath been condemned as unſound , and Minifters of 
© unſafe by many godly and wiſe men; we have more ſure 2* fate 
* words of {cripture out of which we draw the doctrine of would be 
© the Magiſtrates, power and duty in the matters of God gt. 79 
Re — 2p progpae” - beno wiſe® 
and On. then the looſe _ of fuch a Neutraliſt men then 
| ©andtime lerving Politician as Gamalisl was.Go on there- Gamalie! 
* fore, I beſeech you as you began; take vs the little foxes P. 36. 
*as weil as the ravening wolves, sTheſe be they who ſepe- © Þ> 26, 


© rate 


['22] 
© rate themſelves , ſenſual zot hawing the ſpirit, They 
© Boaſt indeed (much) of the ſpirit , tur they maniteſtly 
© dothe works of the fleſh, They plead for I:bert1,bur it 
©is Leentiouſnefie, Liberty of Conſetence they term ir, bur 
© itis Liberty of praiſe , that every man may do what is 
- goud and right in his own eycs. They pretend to nothing 
but Pzety and Godlineſſe, and ſeem as if they would be 
© content 1fthey might but have a bare ſubliſtence in the 
; profeſſion of it. So did the ]eſuites ro learning, when they 
. irſt appeared upon the Stage, bur when they had once 
: infmuated themſelves into the gvod Opinion of Princes 
_ and States , how well they anſivered the expeRations, 
; and requited the kindnefſe of thoſe who nurſed them up 
all rhe Chriſtian world ſees and feels to their coſt ar this 
; day. They aske But Connivence and Toleration, but ifthey 
; once meet ina confluence, and find themſelves ſtrong 
- enough to run in a ſtreamez]er but a darome be Pircht 
down to reſtraine or oppole their madnefle, or men fol- 
* low not on, to indulge and oraiity ti cir humour, it would 
ſoon appeare,whether or nv ther would rage & {well & 
get over,or bear down afore then ll that ſnould and nn 
* their way, They did ſcem a wile ro cry 7p the Order of 
* Parliaments and of the C:tr! 4s 5:jirote, nd have thcir 
© perſons in admiration, but meer!” [:* 1dvartage, that (o 
* they may get above all Ecclc:$;call AurF ority; & when 
© they are once up to their hcight, wir chey will do with 
© the Ladder, they hopeto ciimbe 2nd +{cend by, isnot 
© haxd to conjeQure, They reckon ihowaſeives the VVheat in 
* the field, and when once rhcy 2re rife, they will eafily 
© be content to have all that t;rrjbed of, by which they re- 
© ceived their growth. Yeb1c heard of the fable of the 
i Snake and the Counttyman that brought it unto the fre, 
£ 


&+ 


[23] 
© I ſhall not need to apply it. Already they begin to re: 
© move the old land markes and Straiten their bounds _ 
© they deny their claime up to an high water marke', and 
© make their bankes, and inclofe for themſelves to the ve- 
© ry channel ſtde. But whether it be holden fit or ſeaſona- 
© ble that theſe Liberties be decried, for my part, I cannot 
© yetdiſcover by any a&tiveneſle to ops e them:onely. 
* ſeeing the evil and foreſecing the miſchiefe,l have given 
* the warning; that at leaſt I may deliver mine own ſoule. 
© I pray God the remedy be not deferred till it be too late 
© and ye be driven to play an after-game to an extreame 
* hazard and difadrantage, ; « Mr. IWill- 
a © I doubtnor but your Souls abhor that bloody* Te- ,m Good 
© net tothe ſonles of men, Thar jt is the duty of the Ma- Serm:before 
iſtrate to Tolerate all Religions» You have carried out the Comm; 


© Cambyſes had a luſt to marry his fiſter, and his: Counſel. ted for Os 
© [ers told him,there was no law whereby to doit:But with Meredith 
© all they rold him,there was a law that the Kings of Perſia 1645. 

© might do what they liſt,and by this he might marry his P. 36. 

© Siſter. VVhar ts it thar ſhall be unlawtull, if this be law- 

© full for every man to make a Law and Religion for hi m. 

© ſelfe? 


© Put ſome ſtop by your Authority to the growth of 
*Errours,. that are deſtrucive,to the power of 'Godlineſſe 
© and let notthis ſuſpend your ſan&ion, becauſe ſomerhar® 
© broach them pretend to Godlineſſe; an enemy the more 
* like he is to a freind the more dangerous. 


<a The third uſe of Confutation; itis of the Remon- 
© ſtrants 
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M. Thomas | ſtrants, *Arminians 8 Socinians, who endeavour from my 
Thirowgood © Text to get countenance for that Babyloniſb Errour, the 
þ- 0g - allowance of all opinions, as if beak the Apoſtle ſaith 
Commons os c Et your moderation be known unto all men, therefore 
a ſolemn (Al mens concetts muſt bee born. with in Reli- 
faft Dec.25. , gion, and every one ſuffered in what he ſuppoſeth tobe 
1644 . truth, Ir is a cunning and couſening deviſe , that ſtrikes 
bis Text inwith corrupt nature; bur becauſe it offers violence to 
Es: . my Text , I cannot be true to ir, or you, if ſome- 
deration be What be not added by way of vindication ; and it 
kn:wn unto , (hall be in theſe fix particulars, Firſt is it probable 
all men that our Apoſtle: who ellwhere almoſt every where is 
Lond prin» * fo zealous for Vaity againſt Schiſmes, ſhould in any fort 
red for Chr. © Tolerate them, and ſo volun tarily open a wide doore for 
OE © diviſion? in this very Epiſtle he writes for Peace even 
a Sue this  PaMonarely but with with o_— power Ph1l. 2. 1. 2, 
Gentleman Af there be any conſolation in Chriſt , if any comfort 
is miſtaken, © of Love , if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit , if any bowells 
T alwaies * and mercies , fullfillye my joy, that ye be like-mizded , 
thought Re- © having the ſame Love, being of one. accord , and of one 
" 7 p0-rae} * mind, And in the next Chap. 3. 16. ---» Let us walk by 
viens bay theſame Rule , let us mindthe ſame thing: expreſſions 
Been the * different from all licentious Tolerations. The ſame A- 
ſame, ſtle abounds in ſerious Dehorrations from Schiſmes 
© and diflentions, Rom. 13.12. 16, 17. and as carnall, 

© x Cor. 3. 3. and inother places. Ard he doth very of- 

© ren exhort with earneſt words and arguments, not only 
© that webe like-minded, Rom: 15. 6. Phil. 2.2. and of 

ene mind, 2 Cor. 13. 12. but of the ſame mind, 1 Cor.to, 
Io. jozzed, yea joynted together in the ſame mind, and 
in the ſame. judgement : And is here the leaſt approbari- 
© onof that multiplyins DoArine? Neither will that -3 
. Cue, 


. 
c 
- 
C 


[25] 
© coſe, ſo long as; they all breath Chriſt , tend to the ad- 
© vancement of Chriſt, it matters not: bue let $, Pasl an- 
© (wer this Objecion allo, is Chriſt divided? x Cor: 1, 
© x3. Confider itwell,and ſeaſon your Conſideration with- 
© that ofour Maſter Chriſt himſelfe, Mar.g. 50. Have ſalt- 
© in your ſelves, and have Peace one with anather : If we 
© were preſerved by humility from the corruptions of ſelf- 
* opinion , it would be no hard matter to embrace uni- 


© Secondly, ſuch allewance would prove deſtruttive to- 
© holineſs both Perſonall and Domeſticall; Omnu Religie 
©& mula Religio, would ſoon be the ſame : Suppoſe 
* the Husbaxd of one Opinion, the VVife of another, the 
© Children, - (it may be) of one or two other , and the Ser-" 
* wvajzts of as: many more; what ſhall the Maſter of the 
© houſe dohere? how perform the Family duties? diver- 
* fity of Opinions, like ſo many hatches interrupting their: 
* prayers , x Pet.z.7, chopping all devotion and plety in 
© pieces;:' As the; Duke of W:ttenberge was wont to lay, 
© New Garments ihtroduce new manners , new manners? 
© bring in new men,and new men thruſt our the old;lo new: 
© Opinions ſuffered will devout the old; and the 1oleration 
© of every Religion will deſtroy all Religion,and in conclu- 
© fion'leave. no Relipion at all. + | - > * 
© Thirdly, this Liberty is inconſiſtent with civil tranquility; 
©the bleeding condition of our own nation at i, Sa 
© living, almoſt a dying witneſſe of this; and if that one Re- 
<ligjon ol-Papery, {tolerated as it was, hath brought in 
© ypanus. ſo magyideſtrugions; what will that multiplica- 
« tip1do,); but haſten.deſolation without recovery? for eve- | 
© ry part wauld- endeavour to ſupport it ſelfe,to the pre- 
© ;judiceofthereft, et Ss” Religeane certatum eff Ks 
— LY bb as 
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© not be. the way tolefſen the honour and Authority of the 
© high courtof Parliament, s Conſider Ibeſeech you '(Wor- , vj 1c. 
© thy Chriſtians) that the vowes of God are upon you, you 5 a1wey Is 
© have abjured Newtralitie in your late Solewne Covenant, fore the 
far be it from any of you to glory in luke warm indif- Com:0#fc). 
© ferency, as if itwere a picce of ſingular Policy. You have 25+ 1543 
© with your Tongues renounced this:Neucrality as detofta-P: how 
© ble. Follow the Lord in promoringa National. Reforma” 29, $4d9 
© tion, You have an admirable Patterne;the zealous Pro- dith, 1644» 
© pherEljab; I wiſh from my foule that a double portion - 
* of his ſpirit may be given unto you , that you may a& 
© in his power and. f{pirit, E5jah oppos'd:Idolatry' and 
© Oppreſſionz ſo do ye: down with Bats 4ltars; down with 
© b Baals Prieſts; do not (Tbeſecch you)conſent unto a To- b Arch- 
© leration of Baals Worſhip in this Kingdome upon any = (5 pu 
© Politicke conſideration whatſoever <---- Give me leave -+ ——nooigh 
© robe your, humble Rememhrancer. The mouths of your &c. 
© Adverſaries are 'opened againſt you; the hearts of your 
true freinds are griev'd, that ſo many c Delinquents are in c Hoze' 
© Priſon, and yer but very fewof them brought to their £9yslitts. 
"xryal. 4 Ye cannot un, nor pray.« them down dire. © M” ans 
« 1y,and- immediately ---- well, that which-the Word can- £2 *** 
* not do, the $ord ſhall; that which the water cannot Cow. Aug. 
© waſh out the fire will burn outy unto: rhis particular the 28. 164.4. 
© Apoſtle applies this very f Textin part, namely concern- Lond. 
© ing the ſhakeingof the heavens &c: an Earthquake (as Prins for 
© wehave' heard) wasappointed to ſhake down'the Ce- ya cp-wgl 
© remoniall ordinances; now if this were neceflary for the 0446 
© abolition of that divine Worſhip whichhad ſometimes _ : 
© been by Gods own holy Inſtitution, how much more & Herſy, 
©ſhall that which hath beene of human Invention {yea the f Hoggai 
© very {umes and fogs oth bottomleſle Pit)ro — 2:0-7. 
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* finite diſpleaſure and diſhonour, be tumbled down with 
© violence, and vengeance to - hell 5 from”-whence it 
*.came. ; bog i0.2ower or2ghdl ran hd. 
Ch _ is a word of Exhortation behind , and I beſcech 

you 1utter it, | | 

- ya © Firſt,to you Honourable and noble Patriots, who are 

before the © called tobe Reformers 'and healers of a poor broken 

Comm: May © Kingdom. Doth not indeed the puniſhing and ſuppreſſing 

26. 1647. of ſpirituall whoredomes agaialt God, [dolatrie, Hereſie, 

Þ- 33: Lox © BY Lemie, and the reſt: doth it not belong unto you, 

printed for ; jeg pay” D 

Luke Fewne 23S Well as the pnniſhing bodily wioredomes, theft, mur- 

at the Par. © der8c:2 doth it indeed belong to you only "to looke to 

rot in Pauls © the civil. peace, and 'to let Rel igion, 'and truth, and the 

Church © worſhip of God fland or fall to their own maſter? 

yard, 1647. fight Goz, fight D:vell, fight Chriſt, fight Antichriſt, 
* catch that catch can; you have nothing'to do but to ſtand 
*by and looke on, ſay ſs ther! ;ſpeake- ur; publiſtiie” in 
* your Declarations 20 the'world, and ler the 'People/ of 
* Expland know that it is the right and liberty, to waich 
*<2Subjet3 of England, are borne, that Every man hold 
* what he pleaſe, and” publiſh, :and preach what he holds; 
- that it is the birth<right (as fome would have it)" of the 
"free born people of Enzland every man to Worſhip 
* God according to his own Conſcience, and to be of what 
* Religion his own Conſcience ſhall diQate. Do fo and ſee 

* (Fathers and Brethren) how long your Civillpeace will 
*(ecure you when Religion is deſtroyedz how long it will 
* becreyourcivill peace be turned into civill war, for no 
* doubr ifthis once be granted them, but they may in'good 
© time come to know alſo (there be them, trhar are inftru&- 

5 ing chem eve 1n theſe principles too)that it is their birth- 

{tight tobe freed from the power 'gf ag won 
j30; _— * 1roM 
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© from the power of Kings; and to take up armes againſt 
© both when theyſhall not w0te and af according to their hu-- 
© mours. , Liberty of Conſcieace (tally ſo called ) may in 
© 900d time, improve it ſelfe into liberty of Eitates, and 
liberty of Houſes, and liberty of-w+-es, and in a word 
© liberty of perd:tion of ſouls and bodies. 
© Right Honourable and. worthy. Gentlemen , I cannor 
© ſtand to diſpute, this only” would' Iknow of you; are I- 
© dolaters, and Hereticks, and Blaſphemers, and:Seducers 
f are they evill doers? if ſo, then look ro your Charge 
© Rom, 13, 4. Rulers muſt be a Terror to evill Doers 
* unleſs ye mean tobear the ſword in vaine. And if you will 
© God will not; and if God take the Sword into his own ' 
© hand once, (as: he ſeems to: be a doing of it) he will 
© mite to purpole; he will execute vengeance throughly: 
© both upon the evill doers , and upon you that have nor 
| " been Terrour.'to them. Ohrherefore up' and be doing, ,. &., z.pre 
_ © that ye 'may deliver the Kingdome' out of the hand the Cam: 
* of the Lord; for ir is a fearfull thing to fall into- the Feb.ry. | 
© hands of the living God. © let not your Patience (I 1645-?- 25: 
© hope it is no moreall this while Ybe interpreted a Con- Þ Aug: Ep. 
©ntvence, and your Conntvence- be: taken for 2 Toleration, __ \ 
© it may be the Kingdoms ruine, bur it will be your ſin. ,, you 
a © Fathers and brethren how will-ye call this keeping of 1,3. 22. p. 
© Covenant with God> Had we a Parliament of Apotiate 208.209 
© Julias,, of whom itis reported, thatat what- time he o- Edit. Hen: 
( e ptned the' temples of the; Heatheniſh' Gods, he ſer o- Vlefii- 
© penthe Chriſtian Churches, 'call/d home all the Chri- _ ence of 
© tians whomihe had baniſht , both Orthodox and Here- mn” _ of 
©rick, and gavethem(as wecallit): Liberty of Conſci- 3,1jan « 
© ence, but as Auſi:z more truly phraſerh'ir, 6 Libertatem brave ard 
© perditionts, Liberty' to deſtroy themfelves; for that was Politick 
| . © his thing. p 92. 
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. © his Policy and end , namely by liberty of all Religions, 
mags ©to bo the- True, and rollin thereof = Or 
men poſſe © had we a Parliament of careleſs Galrs's we ſhould not 
perire de © wonaer: but for a Parliament of Chriſtians, Proteſtants, 
rerris &c. © Profeſſors, the Choileſt, the moſt ative that conld be 

| © culPd out of a Chriftian State,the like not under heaven; 
* that theſe things ſhould be done , and you hold your 

© Peace, and be Ve to keep your places ; 'and wt zo put 

© on Righteouſneſs as a Breaſt-plate, and the Garments of 

* Vengeance for your Cloathing , as it is ſaidof God ; this 

© makes the Churches abroad to wonder what Englands 

© Parliament is a doing,and all at homethat love the Lord 

* Jeſus Chriſt more then their own [nterefts and Notions, 

* to befilled with unſpeakable trembling and aſtoniſhment, 

© to wit, what God means to do with this poor bleeding 

Sar before * Church and State. 78 
the Comm. © you mean that England ſhall be turned into a wil- 
Aus. 22, © dernes, and be over=run with Arheiſme, and Hereſie , and 
1645.29. © Prophaneneſs, and Blaſphemy ,you may hold your hands, 
© and you need not do it long. 

þ Ser.before b © The Errors and Innovations under which we ſo 
pax * much groan'd of later years were bur tolerabiles ineptie, 
164% 2.25, <olcrable rrifles,: childrens play , compared with theſe 
F © dammnable doctrines, Do8rinesof Devils, as the Apoſtle 

© calls them : Pohgamy, frbitrary Divorce, Mortality of 

© the Suale, No Mimniftery,, No Churches, No Ordinances, 

* NoScripture;yea, the very (Divinity of Chriſt and the 

© Holy Ghoſt queſtioned -by ſome , denyed- by others , 

© And the very foundation of all theſe laid in ſuch a 

© Schiſme of Boundleſs Liberty of Conſciente , wiz + Be- 

* Leve what you will, and Preach what you Beliewe , and 

* ſuch Lapleſs ſeparation of Churches : and all theſe not 


© only 


[31] 

| © rot only whiſpered in Corners, but Preacht on the houſe 

© top, yea , publiſht in Print before your faces with fo 

© much virulency and tmpudence, that I verily believe no 

6 Age fince che Afoltles time could ever parallel. 

s © There be a Generation of men! in the Land that ſtand a Sermon 

© up for alt kind of falſe Worſhip; thar every man may #fore the 

© Worſhip God after his own Corſctence, or if they will not Go crprng 

6 ond | $L4S May 26. 
own it it words at length they will have it infigures:And 42. 

© if they may not, are ready, not only to-cry," but to a&t F ; 

© Perſecution, and that to purpoſe: for while they cry Per- 

ſecation gladie oris they are ready to a& petfecution ore 

< gladii, I pray God it thay never be engliſhed.” b M. Jobs 

_ 6b © Theres great- ralk of ;and' pleading for £:herty of Lightfoot 

© Conſcience; for men to doin matters of Reltgron, as Ifracl Ser: before 

* did in the booke of Judges; Whatſgever Tectutthigood in the Comm, 

© their own eyes; ard how that proved there, there arc art 26. 

© {ad ftorfes thar relate, /-I (hall nor _ abottt to deter- yn 7 64 wg 

© mine the: queſtion 5 whether the Conſcience 'may be ed for Aud. 

© bound or- nor, though fot' tint own farisfation Tan re- Crook, at 

© ſolved it may, and do hold it 'a treer' poiri in Divinity the Gree 

© rhat errans conſcienta ligayda, then Tizat , but certainly Dragon in 

*the Devil in the Conſctence' may be, nay he muſt be _ _ 

© bound, or elſe you ahot according to that vigourthar Z, v4” 

* Chrift hath putirits your hands,” tivf according to thax IWatſon be: ; 

© exaQneſs thar Chtiſt requireth #t your hands. Ir isrrue fore the 

© indeed which is ſo much talked of, thas Chriff aloe aiuſt Com:Decem 

* 2cign 14 the Conſerence, but it is as true alfo , that he doth 27-1549- 

© fo'by the Power-that ht hath pret into"thi hantis of the Matis ts _ 

© firuth, 4 wel asby bis word and ſpirit © 0G 7 mon 

,©.< If Conſcience be a ſoffitient pleagthe Papilt will come it the Bible 

©:in fot a'Childs pare. Conſeiaice muſt have 4 Rote,, -ir in Conbil 

* binds-odly vitwe-ravep?s ; by vittue- of 't prevepr;” If 1649- 
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© Conſcience gocsagainſt the. Word, Deponenaa eff talks 
© Conſczentia, Get conſcience better informed, . + +: 
a © mult: ſay that the Toleration of all things muſt be 8 
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Serm, be- . »bv 6 le ire a | . 
fore the © drſtruthiot Prancigie to'the-State or Church where ever it be 


Com: May © allowed, Experience hath ſhewed us no leſs-in Kingdoms 
26.1647. © and Churches Called by Gods name. Theſe are only ſug- 
P.34.Lond. © reſted which need a larger Treatiſe to ſtate fully, Ye Ser- 


7, _ © vants of Chrilt,take heed of yeelding to the pretences of 


=ell at the © Conſcience, the Devil and not Chriſt hath his Throne 

Sund>foun- © there, And no ſtronger hold for him than Conſcience if 

tain mm *© heonce take it. Chriſt will not ſuffer him to ſhelter there, 

Pauls Ch- © therefore ye may not, ſo muchas inyou lieth. 

gJarg. , © Doe not other States, as ſome of the united Provinces 

Dub. © tolerxee all theſe Herclies, and prote&t them, and yer 
* they proſper ? who'more ? - +! NE 

Sol _ f[defirenot to deal with other States, unleſs I might do 

© them good, Lam now only called to our own, yet others 

© being. made-exemplary. ,.a word in ſoberneſs and truth 
© may not offend. I ſuggeſt, only theſe thoughts. - 

\ __ I, Can anymanſay,that proſperity is a ſign peculiar un- 
© to Truth? thea let Rome come in'and ſpeak more than 
© any for outward proſperity, _ 

2. © Are not {pirituall. wickednefles. as odious to God 
© ascarnall> and are, not theſe! Hereſies ſuch , which God 
© condemnes as works of the fleſh; inconſiſtent with the 

. *Kingdome of Chriſt > |, = 

3. © Hath God madeanend yet of viſiting Nations for 
© the ſinnes of them? when God hath done- judging were 
Tabetter time to urge.this. Example then now. I -ptay 

 * God the: evilt day may. not'overtake thoſe States; 'the 
© 006d Lord cauſe the Cup of trembling to! paſs by them 
and purge their iniquities, peaceably.Burt Iam mans jin 

27 > EET: __, *ptrtt 
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©Spirit to ſay, God hath not ſpared ſuch State Politics; 
*which have ſought their own riſe by the ruine of God 
* and his Truth. Witneſs Jerobvam the Son of Nebat, 
* who made Iſrael ro fin, And he bids ſin that doth not hinder Qui non ve- 
© it when he can <=. Gods Truth, my beloved, and not #-* peceare 
© mans example muſt be the Rule ---- if Herefies yer muſt ;*;" py 
© be, let us mourn for what we cannot help ; it is a mi. 0 
© {crable neceffity when not allowed ; 2t well be rejoycing 
; in iniquity, ether for State or Church willfully to tele= 
rate, | | 

a © Though God hath given us glorious viftories over a M,Ed.C 
© our Enemies, yet the Churches of Chriſt ly deſolate, lamy Ser.be. 
© Church « Reformation is obſtruted , Church - Diſcipline fore the Ld 
© unſerled , Church - Diviſions increaſed. The famous Ci- Meyer Fan. 
© ryof Lopdon is become an Amſterdam , Separation from 1# 1545: 
© gur Churches is countenanced, Tolerationis cryed up, Au- © 7* 
* therity lyerh aſleep. --+- 6 It would ſeem a wonder if I þ Ser.before 
* ſhould reckon how many ſeperated Congregations , or ra» the Lords 
© ther Segregations , there are in the Citty : what Churches Dec. 25, 
© againſt Churches &c, ----- the Lord Knows that I men+ 1544-13» 
© tion theſe things with a ſad heart. « Diwviſtons whether ſor 
*. they be EcclefiaFticall or Political, in K ingdomes , Citties, g _* ar 
© or Families, are infallible cauſes of Ruine to K inzdoms,Cit- 
© ties and Families, | - 

d © Hereby the hearts of People are mightily diſtra- dP. I4- 
© ed, many are hindred from Converſion, and even the | 
© Godly themſelves have loſt much of the power of God- 
* lixeſs 1n their lives, 1- (ay the hearts of People mightily 
© diſturbed, while one Miniſter gre: one thing as a 
© truth of the Goſpel, and another Mzzifter Preacheth 


* the quite Contrary with as much Confidence as .the for- 
5 
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a F.17- - z<[f Diviſions be ſo deſtruftive to Kizgdems , Cities, 
© and Families > this reproveth thole that are the Authors 
, and Fomentors of thete Diviſions that are now amongſt 
* as. Theſe are the Incendiaries of England. If be that 
© ſets one houſe on ſire deſerceth h4:511,:2, much*more they that 
© fet a whole K inzdom on; fire, If hc that murders one man 
* mult be put to death, much more he that Murders three 
© Kingdoms: Mark them ( ſaith the Apoſtle Rom. 16. 
© 17.) that cauſe drvifiens and Offences contrary to the De- 
© Frine which je have Learned and awoid them, Avoid them 
© asthe oreateft encmics of England. Theſe are like the 
© Salamander that cannot live but in the fire of contention. 
© Theſe are ofa Jeſuitrcall ſpirit, And no doubr the heads 
* and hands of the Jeſuits are in all our Diviſions. 
"ry b© Take heed of the Land-deftroyinz opinionof thoſe 
7” 'Cqhat plead for an 1l)imited toleration of all Religions, &- 
*ren of Turkiſme , Judaiſme, 8&c, The Lord keep us 
Mar.12.25. © from-being poyſoned with ſuch an Error 1 * This Text 
; w/o ng ©rifeth np againlt it, for # will dividea Kingdome azaiu(t 
; 410 . "if ſelf. It will rend it in a thouſand pieces, It is a Do- 
ger + arine dire! late Oath and Covena 
it ſelſe  , Arine direRtly contrary to your late © | nr. 
brought to A Dodrine that overthroweth atl Church Government, 
Deſolation. * bringeth in Co:f uſion, and openeth a wide door unto all trreli. 
© 2102 and Atheiſme: For at the ſame door that all falſe Re. 
* ligions comes in, the true Religion will quickly ger our, 
* and if it be as good for a man to live where noching is 
© lawfull, as where all things are lawfull; ſurely itis every 
* way as uncomfortable to live where there are all Relgi= 
© ons, 4s where there is no Religion ar all. | 
e?.37. © < Iris your Duty { Right Honourable ) whom God 
© hath betruſted with great Power, to ſuppreſs theſe Di- 
* viſions 
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* viſions and Differences in Religion , by your Cimil Ac 
© thority, as farr as you are ablc, [eaſt you are acceflary tn- 
© tothem. For God hath made you Cuſtodes wtrizſq; Ta- 
© bule, Keepers not of the ſecond Table only (as ſome 
© fondly imagine) but of the Firſt Table alſo, and not on- 
© ly Keepers, bur indices uiriuſq; Tabule, Puniſhers alſo 
© of thoſe that tranſreſs againſt cither of them. For you 
© are the Mirijters of God for good, and Revengers, to ex-- 
© cute wrath upsn hize that dothevill , Row. 13. 4. and 
© God hath deputed you for the Puniſhment of ewil dgers, 
© a4 for the Praiſe of them that ado well, 1, Pet. 2, 19. 
© There be ſome that would blot out halfe your Commil- 
© fon, and reſtrain this gool and evill, to Civil good, and _ 
* to evils only againſt men, But this is againſt that gene- 
" rall Rule , Nez eſt d:fiinguendum , ubi Lex nos diſtinguit. 
© Where the Law doth not diſtinguiſh , there muſtnvt 
© we diſtinguiſh, Tell me I beſeech you, Shall :t be law- 
© full for Maziftrates zo puniſh thoſe that deftroy mens Bodies, 
© but not thoſe that deſiroy mens Souls 3 Shall they be 
© blamed for ſuffering men to draw people away from o= 
© bedience tothe Laws of the Land, and to: themſelves, 
© and not alſo for ſuffering mento draw away people from 
© the Truth of the Goſpell, and from the ways of God, 
© ſuch as Hmenew anJ Philrtus , wao overthrow. the 
* Faith of ſome, and their words eat as .@ Canker 8 (hall 
© Chriſttan-Magiftrates take up'the Maxinte of Tiberius, 
© Deorum 1njarias DS care he > Lee God:himſelf take 
© care to vindicate himſelf from injuries committed a- * 
© vainſt God ? as for mee, Lwill (juſt like Ga/lw) take 
© care'of none ofthele things. -CanChriftian ears endure 
*fuach Lavguage > Doth not :Gad! Propheſy:, {faiah 49, 
©£:23. Thatinthe New Teſtament K ings ſhall be our Nur- 

F 3 * ſong 


[36] 
© ſing Fathers, aud Queens our nurſing Mothers > And how 
© can a Chriſtian Magiſtrate diſcharge that duty aright if 
© hehath not power from God, to puniſh thoſe that would 
© poyſon the ſouls of his weak Children with Herefies and 

| * ſoul deſtroying opinions ? | 

Objedt, *Will you allow the Magiſtrate to Tyrannize over 
© mens Conſciences 2 

Anſw, © By no means. But I believe it is the duty of Magiſtrats 

© to keep men from infeQing their SubjeRs wita ſoul de- 

" ſtroying Errors. If thou haſt an Hercticall Opinion, have 

© it tothy ſelf, and the Magiſtrate will not ; nay, cannor 

* meddle with thy Private Conſcience. But if thou labou- 

* reſt to-infe& others with thy Grace-deſtroying Opinions, 

" Idoubtnot but the Magiſtrate is bound to keep thee from 

* ſpreading thy infe&ion to the undoing of the Souls of his 

© Subjeas. If he may lawfully ſhut up a man thar hath 

* the Plague upon his body, that he may not infe& others, 

© why not a man that hath the Plague of Herefie upon his 

© Soul, that ſo he may not deſtroy the ſouls of Thouſands. 

* Shalla Mafer in a Family have power to put away a 

* Servant that is tainted with a groſs opinion , and yet not 

© becalled a Tjrazt over that Servants Conſcience ? and 

© (hall not the chief Magiſtrate ofa K ingdome have power 
© to putout of his Kingdome ( at leaſt ro ſhur up from 
© doing hurt) one thatis his SubjeF and polluted with blaſ- 

* phemons, Hereticall, Idolatricall Opinions> Is not the 

© K ingdom the Muagiftrats houſe and Family > | 

a Ser. before 4* This is a certain Rule , That all the Sins of the King- 

the Comm. © dom which are committed by your conntvence or allow- 

Ofiob. 22. © ance, are the Parliament Sins, and they call for a Parlia- 

1644-P-26- © went Repentance. And therefore I beſeech you ſearch and 


© try 
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© try your hearts, and conſider how far you are acceſſary 

* tothe ſins ofthe Kingdome, that ſo you may be wrought 

© up not on'y to a perſonal but a Parliament humulia- 

* tion. And tf it doth appear, that you have taken more 

* care in ſerling your own Liberties, then inſerling of Re- 

* [i208 5 If you have taken more care to build your own 

* houſes then Gods houſe, this is acrying Sin ; and this 

* makes you acceflary to a Thouſand Sins that are commit- 

* ed in the Kingdome. Againe, if you do not labour ac- 

* cording to your duty, and according to your power, to 

© ſuppreſs the Errors and Hereſies that arc ſpread in the 

* Kingdome; all theſe Errors are your Errors, and theſe 

* Hereſies are your Hevrefies, and they are your Sins, and | 

© God calls for a Parliamentary Repentance from you for 

© them this day; You are the Arabaptifis, and you arethe 
Antinominians, and it 1s you that hold That all Religions are 

© tobe tolerated &c.And theſe are your Errors if they ſpread 

© by your Conntwence, For the Sins of the Sons of ok Ely 

© are imputed to old Ely himſclfe, And when the People 

* of Iſrael had prophaned the Sabbath, Nehemiah con- , 14 Ric. 
© rended with the Nobles of Judah for ſuffering them, and Baxter He- 
*rells them, that ir was they that: did prophane it, be- ly Common- 
© cauſe they ſuffered the People to prophaneir, Neh, 13, #@bb- 

© 17 Addition to 


a © It was none of the Old cauſe tharthe People ſhould : : —_—_ 


© have Lybertyand the Magiſtrate ſhould have o Power in prinied for 

© all matters of Gods Worſhip, faich and Conſcience. Tho: Un- 
*And as it is not the Old Cauſe, fo it is not a derbil at 

© Good Caule. the Anchor 
© For firſt it contraditeth the expreſſe Revelation of the £4 Bible 

* will of God in the: holy Scriptures. Moſes had to do- in _— _—_ 

© matters of Religion as a Magiltratcz and fo the ruling + <aap 

Elders 


[ 38] 
* Elders of Iſrac! that affilted him; And G,hadthe Kings 
* of 1ſrael and Judah, as is well krown, infomuch that in 
* Aſa*s days they covenanted to pur him to Death that 
* would not ſeck the Lord God of Iſracl. 2. Ir renderh to 
* theruine ofthe Commonwealth, and therefore ir is no 
” gavd cauſe, How God was provoked By Aarons Calfe, 
* and by his Sons, that offered ſtrange fire which the Lord 
* commanded not Let, ro. 8 what was the effcQ, & what 
* bencfit the Calves at Daz and Be:he! brovght to Iſrael 
*and Jeroboams houſe, and the high p'aces,und other 
* Errours about worſhip, brought to the Princes and Peo- 
* ple of J#4ah we need not particularly recite. p 
* Law and providence are quite changed, if Toleration of 
* falſe Vi/orſpip and other absſes of Relinion, tend not to the ru- 
© tne of the Communwealth. | 
* If Magiftrates mnſt give | Etberty: for all to propagate 
* 4 falſe Religion, then fo niuſt Parents and Maſters alſo 
© (for their  Coercive power is rather lefſe thenthg Ma- 
* oiltrates then more, and they are no more Lords of faith 
© or Conſcience) Bur if all Parents and Maſters ſhould 
* giveſuch a Liberty, it would bea crime fo horrid in the 
*natureand cftcas, as Lam loxth th name with its proper 
© Titles, 
© Apart, it tendeth to the deſtrution of an Arz7j to 
* give liberty to all men to do their worſt to draw them to 
* Mutinies and Rebellion, It tends to the tuine of Familces 
* chatall have liberty to do their worlt to tempt the Sons 
<*r0 Theft and drunkennefſe, and the wite and Daughter 
© to whoredome, Ir tends tothe Deſtrufion of the. Come 
* monyealth if there be liberty for 'all to perfwvade the 
© the People: ro Sedition and Rebellion; Andtherdfore it 
* muſt tend to the defiruRtion of the Church 'aodl _ 
ouls 


r 5 
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: *ſouls, and conſtquently of the Commonwealth in the 
* cheif reſpeRs , it all have leave ro do their worſt ro 
preach up infideitty, Mahometaniſme, Popery or azy 
falſe Dofirineor Waribip, againft the great and neceflary 
" Truths. 
© L leave it therefore to the julgement of all men har 
c . . . > b 
are not faſt aſleep in their ſecurry, and utterly unzc- 
* quainted with the advantages of the Papiſts, whether this 
© defigne of engageing the Magiſtrate by a fundamentall 
© conftitution-, not to medile with matters of faith and 
* Worſhip, but leave them all to Chrift alone, be not the 
© preſent ſetting up of Popery in England,and the deliver- + 
* ing all the fruit of our labours, Prayers and victories into 
* the Papiſts hands, 
© 05;. Bur Liberty for Popery and Prelacy is ſtil ex- 
© cepred. 
© Aaſi: by whom? <--- But if there had been anexcepti- 
© on againſt Popery put in, it would have beento litrle 
< purpole, as long: as a generall Ruſe is laid down that | ,, 
* condemneth'that exception, For it it be the ſtanding Rule, 11,105 


T ho» 
<C| Cr Ser: 
© That :natrers of Religion and faith , and all matters of Zefore the 


© Worſhipare out ofthe Magiltrates power ; to ſay then Hoſe of 

© that Popery jpall be excepted from Liberty, is to ſay the NMa- Peers. Dee. 

© piſtrare ſhall. intrude intothe proper Office: of Chriſt 3?: m— 
* to reftraine the Papiſts. nee+ + qppoa 


ted by F. 


a © Well, ſeeing thele things are fo that fin will find yejr for 


* our 45; let this be the uſe wee make ot it, ro be carefull Sam: Gelli- 
© to find out zt; and to begin with thar firſt. - brend at the 
This is that which lies upon us all :. But eſpecially $r45e ſer- 


© (toſpeake a word in Seaſon) npon thoſe which haverhe "om | _ 


Jard, [046+ 
P35» 


« 


© Government of Kingdomes and Commonwealths'.com- 
© mitted untu them. Theſe: had: need tofind out fin more 
* elpecially 


[40] 
* eſpecially, for the ſafety and welfare of that State,which 
* they have the ordering and managing of. 
a © Firſt their own Perſonall Sins. 
. £ © Secondly they are ro find out allo the fins of the 
*K ingdome. I have already Adminiſter'd ſome help in this 


© performance, by the hint of thoſe Sins before mention'd; 


.* all which I humbly defire may be taken into ſerious Con- 
 *{deration, and eſp=cially (which grows ſo much upon us 


* and which threatens ſo much evil ro us) the Sin of L:- 
© kertineſme and Toleration, which is the ring-leader of all 
*the reſt and involves all others with ir, O that this ſhould 
* ever be once mentioned amongſt us here in England 
* who have enjoyed ſo much of the Goſpell of Truth as 
*wee have done; derived tous from our Godly fore-fa- 
© rhers, ſcaled to us by the blo2d of the Martyrs, profecut- 
© ed with ſo many Bleſlings, and victories, and Gratious 
© (xccefles both of former and latter times, to the admi- 
© tation both of Enemies and Friends; is this the fruit and 
© ſue ofall that God hath done for us? and do all over- 
© tares of Reformation come to this? Surely God cannot 
© but take it very il] from us, that we ſhould but incline 
© and leane hereuntog As he ſaid to David ofhis building 
© of the Temple; Thou didſt well that ir was in thine heart 
© 2nd accordingly was well pleaſed with him. So will he 
*faytous, of our Contrary carriage; Thar it is ill that 
© it is inour hearty if (o be, it be come (bo far, as 
© T hope it is not. VVhat? when we have ſo much appear- 
© ed againft Popery and Saperſiztion, ſhall wee now begin 
© to think of Indifierency and Toleration> Certainly it's 
© bura ſorry exchange of a Bad Religion for none. Al- 
< though indeed it will be no exchange, but rather a fur- 


5 ther Confirmation: Toleration of all other Errours doth 
| © but 


£.41 
but firengthen Popery amongft the reſt; which wil at 
p leaſt think ſo well of it ſelf , as to come in for 8 Childs 
; Part, | 

a© There isa-Generation who look for much at your a M.Lazar, 
© hands, and yet ask nothing, I wean by way of humble Seaman 
© Petition, VVhen they find you, or themſelves in ſuch a Ser eve 
* poſture, as that they cannot be denied , it may be you g - _ 
© may hear of them, Beſides the many looſe, prophane, ,g,,. | 
© and fcandalous Miniſters , there are a new ſort riſen a- printed by _ 
© mongſtus , who have thruſt themſelves into the Lords E.G. for F.: 
© Vineyard. It's no leſs then Perſecution (ſo they come Eethwell at 
© monly give out) to deſirethat their ſuſpicious Opinions, _ _ 
© maybe examined according tothe word of God,and they, ao. _ | 
* commanded to forbear 'the patthing and ſpreading of p, qe. yOu 
* them tor the preſent. There be many dangerous Books - 
* abroad, dangerous at leaſt, *Ile ſay no more, 


Liberty of Conſctence, 
The Bloudy Tenent, ; 
The compaſſionate Samaritan, 


Fobn Baptiſt, 


& © Confider allo, c His failings and bewareof them. b p. 44. 
* I. He had many Wives, even ſeaven hundred Wives, © Solomons, 
© Princefles , and three hundred Concubines. Let notus 4 1 Kings 
\ © haveas many Religions, There's ſome Analogy between 11+ 3+ 
© the oneand the :other, '2. There was in his dates firſt a 
© Conmance at Idolatry, then open Tieration, and with+ 
© all. Apfacy; Theſe Wives turned away his heart after 
© ather Gods: 0.4. He built an high place for Chemoſb the 
op Maab , _ for Moth the Abominati 


<« Abomination 


74 that « 


| [42] 
* on ofthe Childrenof Ammoz, and likewiſedid he for 
all his ſtrange Wives, v.57, 8. Obſerve the Gradation, 
; fel Connivance, then open Toleration , herewithall Ape- 
acy. | 
aM.Matth, _ 4 © No Reformation of Religion now : now nothing will 
Newcomen © ſatisfy ſoine, bur a Toleration of all Religiens, and all O- 
Ser: before © pinions : Church-Government, Diſcipline is'to' ſome a fi- 
tbe Parlis- © Qion, to others Thranny, and Perſecution, Ah Brethren, 
ment. Sept. © this is a Provocation'and will be a Provocation', for this 
pal * God may turn us into the Wilderneſs again. 
red for Ch; , © We are grown beyond Arminianiſme, Browniſme, 
Meredith © Anabaptiſme; we are come ( 1] mean many among us ) 
1644. p-31. © to down-right Libertiniſme. There are two Opintons, 
© which if encouraged (and they are encouraged if cont- 
be, 36, © nivedat) will opena door to Turciſme, Judaiſme , A- 
© theilme , Polytheiſme , any monſter of Opinion. The 
* one.iS. That every man # to be left to the Liberty of his 
" own Religion, an Opinion contended for by the Bloody Te- 
* ets, John Baptift, Libedty of Conſcience, andthe like Pam- 
* phlets. An opinion moſt perniciens aud deſtructive, as to 
* the Souls of men, fo to the Common-weale of the King- 
3 dome. 
© Libertas illa quidlibet credendi (faith Gerard ) n1ih1l a- 
© Lid quan Libertak errandi &t. That Liberty of believing 
* what menwill (or of holding what Faith they pleaſe' 
*is no other then a liberty of erring,and of erring in a mat- 
"ter that concerns the eternall Salvation of the Soule, 
: wherein to erre cannot but be moſt dangerous and de- 
- ſiruQtive «---- Diverſity of Religion diſ-joynts and di- 
. ſtrads the minds of men, and is the Seminaryof perpe- 
« fuall hatreds, jealouſics, Seditions, Varres, ifany thing 
« 41 the VVorld be; and in alittle time, either a Schifine = 
| © the 


[43] 
© the State begets a Schilmein. the; Church, or a Schiſnre 
© in the Church,;begets a Schilme in the State, Thar is, 
© either Religion and the Church is prejudic'd -by Civill 
© Contentions, or Church controverſies and diſputes about 
© Opinions break out into Civill Warrs, Men will at 
'© laſt take up Snords and Spears, inſteadof Pens, and defend 
* by Arms, what they cannot do by arguments. Oncefor all it 
©is the Preſervation and Reformation of Religion which 
© you have: Covenanted to endeavour, and nota Liberty of 
* Opinion, that will conſiſt with neither. Iris the Excirz 
* pation of Hereſy and Schiſme that you have Covenant- 
*ed; which if to beconnived at , why doth the Apoſtle 

© reprove the Corinthians for their Schilme, ſomuch? and 

* why doth onr Lord Jeſus commend the Angell of the 
©-Church of Epheſus, for trying thoſe which ſaid they were 

'© Apoſtles, and were not? And why is the Angell of the 

© Chutch of Thyatira reproved. for ſuffering that woman 

© T-zabel who called her lelfa Prophetels, to teach and ſe- 
© duce, If once we come to thts , that any man be ſuffered to 
© teach what he pleaſeth to ſeduce whom he liſt , to be of 

© what Faith or Religion ſeems good in his own eyes , 

© farewell Covenant , farewell Reformed Religion, farewell 

* the Peace and Glory of England, if . that day once come. 

© But yon (Right Honourable) I hope better things of you 

© though Ithus ſpeak. I hope while you live and fir in 
© Parliament, this ſhall never be. Ir is not uſuall, nay, it is 


© not poſſible that they which love God ſincerely, ſhould a Serm: «r 
© deſireto cheriſh differing Religions: for it is moſt certain Pals Feb.8. | 


© he that admits contrary Religions, believes neither of 


© them. | 
+ 4a*< Butthen the queſtion will be, Seeing there will be 

© difference of judgment O__—_ R while we are upon 
| GW 3 * car 


P, I4: 


4:f. 
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© earth,then how, or how'far is this difference of judge- 
© mentto be permitted 7 how or wherein. may Chriſtians 
© differ from one another in judgement , and yet ought to 
© be Tolerated and born with > 

© This is my Brethren a verygrave and difficult Queſtt- 
*on; and to me , conſidering how many places there are 
* wherein the Holy Ghoſt calls npon us to endeavour to 
© be of ore mind, of the ſame mind, and of the ſame judg» 


ment, it is caſter to-tell you, wherein we may not difter 


©in judgement , and wherein differences in judgement 
© may not be Tlerated, then to tell you wherein they 
may. 

© Firft therefore] ſay,thar as an abſolute unity in judge» 
ment,that we ſhould all be of the ſame mind in all things, 
is ſcarce to be attained in this life ,. though it be to. 

endeavoured; ſoan Univerſall and: abſolute Liberty of 
judgement, for every man to differ when he pleaſeth, 
and in what he pleaſcth,to be of what Opinion and Faith 


E 
C 
c 
o 
C 


*©hewill,is not tobe endeavoured, it it might be attain'd, 


© nor is it to. be Tolerated or permitted. I know no. war- 
©rant, no pretence of warrant for it, in all the Book of 
* God: Scriptureno-where ſaith, Let every man be of what 
© Opinion, and of what Faith he pleaſerh, letevery man be 
* leſt to his own judgement, 

© Particularly , Tidert of Opinion or Judgment 1s: 
' not tou. be granted, or » Huy in ſuch things as are in- 
jurious to God , and Deſtructive to- the Souls of men; 
nor wherein:the Difference of judgement and Opinion 
will neceffarily and unavoidably,. ex naturs ret , produce 


a Rent and Schilme in the Chureh of Chriſt, x Cor. 1.10. 


a & 


Q 8-9 


' © Now | beſeech you Brethren , by the Name of our Lord 


” Jeſus Chrift,. that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing ,. and that 


Fthers 
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© there be no Divijions among you, but that ye be perfeRly 
© jojned together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judge- 
© ment, Rom, to, 17. 1 beſeech you Brethren mark the 
© that cauſe Diviſions and Offences among you , contrary to the 
© Do#rine that you have recerved, and ---<=--- what? Tol. 
© [erate them? no, avoid them, Gal.5 12, 1 would they were 
6 even cut off that trouble y0u. Nothing can be clearer then 
© theſe Scriptures are ,. againſt the Toleration of all Do. 
. *Arines, and particularly of thoſe that Trouble, Rend; Di- 
<vide the Church. 

© But (to ſpeak a little to the Poſitive) if there be a 
© Latitude,and a Liberty of judgment left, it is firſt in ſuch 


© chings as are not clearly. and Poſitively laid down in Scri- | 
© pture, and therefore are notofthe Fundamentalls, and 


_ © and effentialls of Faith and Worſhip; for there is for 
©theſe, clear and undoubred Lightiof Scripture. 

© Secondly, it. is in things that are of private and ſingle 
© praice,and.notof open converſe,.or Church-fellowſhip 
© and Communion, And yet evenintheſe things, this Li- 
© berty is not tobe aflumed, atleaſt, nor to be praiſed 
© without much tenderneſs and circumſpeRion. 

© Firſt, care mult be had of keeping thoſe Opinions 
E wherein we differ from others, private to our ſelves, not 
© troubling or perplexing.the Conlciences of others with 
© them. This is the injunRion. Rome, x4. 22. Haſt thou 
© Fuith> have it to thy ſelfe before God, The Faith there 
© ſpoken of, is a particular perſwaſion, touching rhe: free 
© uſe of all Creatures,. and the Liberty of all dayes. And 
© this Faith , this Perſwaſion was according tothe Truth 
© (as is clear by the Apoſtles Argumentation in that Chap- 


© ter) yer ſaith the Apoſtle, Haft thow Faith? hawe it to thy, 


© [elf before Gol: do not. fay » I am fully: perfwaded of 
* my 


a P. 13, 


aP.21, 
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* my Liberty, and therefore I ought to profeſs it, and hold 
* it out in my practice , whatever become of others ; it is 
© the truth of God, and I muſt hold ir forth : No faith the 
* Apoltle, have it to thy ſelf, And if a man who hath 2 
© private opinion in re media, mult keep it to himſelf, 
* though it be a truth, much more muſt they whoſe opt- 
© nions are falle and erroneous. Certainly there 1s ſcarge 
any difference of judgement ſo ſmall, and in it ſelf inconſide- 
rable , but the diulging and Propagating of it may prove 
w dangerous .and Pernitious., and in the event intolle= 
rable, 

© Suppoſe a man ſhould be of this Opinion , that it is 
© unſawfull to eat things ſtrangled,or blood : if ſuch a man 


c 
5 
oy 
= 


© keep his opinionto himſelf , and make it a rule only to 


© his own praQtice: let him enjoy it *till he can be other- 
* wiſe informed, and perſwaded in his:Conſcience. But 


© if hewill now go publiſh this Opinion, and intangle the 


© Conſciences of others ,- and ſeek to draw diſciples after 
© him, and make a party, and cauſe Diviſion and Diflenti- 
© otamongſt the People of God., this:is not to be tolcra- 
*red. | 


© Privare Perſons of a'differing judgement , if rhey live 


© quietly, frequent the-publick Afemblics of Worſhip, 


© and are not diſcerned to diſturb the Peace either of State 
* or Church, by any ſeeret underminings., are to be tolle- 
* rated, in hope-of their Converſion, and for publick Peace 
© ſake. Bur if theſe-men ſhall begin to ſpread their Errors 
*.inpublick, to inveagle and draw others tothem , to he- 
© guile the ſimple , and fo to trouble the publick Peace, 
© they are to be reſtrained. | - 
a< Had all that profeſs the Goſpel in England, made 
© Coblcienceto be of the lame mind., and the ſame judge- 
| © ment 


(47) 
* nent with their Brethrenand' the reft of the Churches 
© of Chriſt, as far as poſſibly; and where they cannor; 
© where there is a neceſſity of differing,: had they made 
© Conſcience to keepe their diffences from appearing in 
© Publick, to have their private opinions and. fairh .to 
© themſelves and'not intangle the weake with their doubr- 
© full Diſputations; forbeareing' to judge” or deſpiſe thoſe 
© that are not of their opinion, loving them ſtill as Brethrez, 
© not cenſuring them as Profane, Antichriſtian , fighters 
© againſt God,. mer that will willfully ſhnt their eyes a- 
* oainſt the Lightz had theſe _ (Lay) beene attended 
© to on all hands, our breaches had never beene fo great 
© aSnow they are, nor ſhould the lovers of truth and Peace . 
© have had ſo much cauſe to lament them. | 
a © But where is the fault you will ſay? True it is there 
© are diviſions, ſad diviſions,danger threatening diviſions a- 
© mong us, but where is rhe faulr? I know there are many 
* that lay all the faule npon thofe whom tliey call Presby- 
© rerians, and fay it is their rigour, and'theirptide and am- 
© bition, their Spirit of Domination that is the cauſe of 
"all theſe diviſions; Thus ſay the Antizomians, and thus 
© the Separatifts, and thus the Azabaptiſts, and thus the o- 
© thers ſay. Nowahe Lord judge between us aad them, 
f and ler his people that hear judge this day. | 
© Who arethey that divide in judgement from all the 
© Reformed Churches of Chrift inthe. world, that have 
© Opinions and judgements diffeting from the. Opinions 
© & judgements of all the Reformed Churches> weor the 
© Anabaptifis?'we or the Separatiſts, we or thie «--4--> Polſi- 
* bly they will all-fay,zthey are ofthe ſame! Opinion with 
© the Reformed Churches in fundamentalls,as.well as we, 
* and their differences, are but ea minutianus, Now!ſip. 
tops © poſing 


aÞP.40 


Beza axxot, 
i41Cor. 1, 
a0, 


*ranmcal.,, Antichriſtian? And wh 
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© poſcing tis to be true (as it may be in ſome of them) 
« why then do they tranſgrefſe the Apoſtles rule?why do 
© they not- if that it be in matters of leſſer moment wherein 
© they differ from vs, why do not they keep their opinions 
© private, and have their faith unto themſelves before God? 
© why do they upon ſo ſmall differences (if the differences 
© beſo ſmall) withdraw from Communion with ns and 
© the reſt of the Churches, and gather themſelves into 
* diſtin and ſeparate Churches? ------ their holding one 
© head & oe faith,doth not excuſe them from being guilty 
of breach of Unity and downright Schiſme, ſo long as 
© they hold not one body,one baptiſme, x44 ſive Gypoucia 
eft cum alii aliis &c. Schilme or diviſion (ſaith he) is this; 
© When men are ſo addicted to ſome men, or to ſome out= 
© wardrites, that though they do agree inthe cheit points 
* of Religion, yer theyare eſtranged intheir minds, and 
© engagethemlelves into parties and faRtions. Now who 
© are they that though they profeſſe to agree with us in 
£ Doctrine have yet made a ſeceſſion, withdrawne them- 
© ſelves gathered Churches, engaged Parties? Conſider and 
E oive ſentence. 
© Who are they that have moſt broken the band of 
© Love? There is great fear what the Preſ#zterians will do if 
© once they get power tnto their hands; but in the meane 
© time what do others? whoare they that brand their Bree 
*thren with the Title, Proud, Time-ſervers, Prelatical, Ty- 
at is this lefle then 
* Perſecution, | mi | 
* Who are-they. that haue been fartheſt from conde2 
© {cending to thetr Brethren fer [peace and union ſake? 
© were itfir, I .could fay ſomething of this, yea much: I 
© could tell you.much hath þeenerycelded and much wor 
"WOu 
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© would be yeelded, yea almoſt any thing, but that one 


*© thing that would lay a foundation of perpetuall D :w/ion 
© and diſ-union in Famrltes, Charch, K ingaomes VVhio-arc 


© they thar profels an utter impoſibility of reconciliation 
© or unie?,, and plead for nothing but Toleration, Toleration, 
© and ſome for Toleration in the utmoſt Latitude,to Papefts, 
© Tews, Turks, the very artifice whereby the Armintays in 
* Holand ſought to gaina party, and: ſtrevoth unta\.chem< 
| "4 Hy. ; 2 ae E 

ſelyes> Reſo've rheſe Queſtions ,, and they ,will reſolve 
© you who are molt guilty of theſe Diviſions. 


2 © By a Declaration ſet forth above Thirty years agoe; a M. Ricks 
© King [ames (of Famous yang was pleaſed to let the Vines Ser. 
] 


© World know , not only how 1 


he reſented , and how before the 


© much he-deteſted the Vorftian,, and Arzuinian Dodrines; £9: Mar: 
* then newly born and/in their es. ge ge but al- 10: 1546- 
t 


* ſo how ſollicitouſly he interpoſed with the States Ge- 


oud.print. 
for Abel 


* nerall of the United Provinces, againſt their admittance & gper.1647 
: P. I, 


* of Vorſtiusinto the place of Dywintty Profeſſor of Leiden, 
© or into their Countty*: And that he miight-idecline the 


© ſelt-upon that common rule, Paries cum Proximus ardet ; 
© when a Neighbours houſe is on-fire, it concerns all inthe 


© demnesour (I know hot what to call it , I wiſhno worſe 
© might be ſaid then ) inſenſibleneſs and fecurity. For 
© what were thoſe ſparkes at that time ſmoaking in a re- 
© mote corner,in compariſon of that fire which now flames 


© armpia, or liberty of all Regions , which may be juſt- 
©ly called, the Golden Calfe of theſe times, whereunto 


© licy, and whoſe Birth-day,they would not fear to call fe- 
why H * fu 


| 
| © envy of being in alieyza Republics curioſus, he bears him | 


© Neighbour-hood to look aboutthem, This Vigilancy con< | 


© forth at every corner of our houſe, blown; up. by thae | 


© many are not unwilling to contribute their ſtrength & Pos- | 
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© tum Tehove, an acceptable day unto the Lord. Are not 
© the errofs which are rife amongſt us, cither by infeQing 
© Perſons'of Place and Quality, grown into that boldnes?> 
© or by carrying away Barzabas allo , crept into that cre- 
*- dit? or by ſpreading far and wide, riſen to that ftrength? 
* that they do face, ifnot ſeem able to put into danger of 
© rowting, our common Faith,Publick Worſhip, authori. 
© zed Mmiſtry, long and much expeRed, and promiſed 
© Reformation. This to the common Enemy , is the Cape 
” of good hope; the ſound part are afraid, leaft the Truth 
* ſhould come to beg for poor quarter , and be led Cap. 
* tive, following the Chartotof triumphant Liberty. Some 
©think that Eprſcopacy in his 'Pontificalioms, may by this 
* means be retrived , and recalled from exile, to which it 
© Was ſentenced by the Cavenart. 'Many that are as diſtant 
in their Opinions as the two Poles, yet moving upon 
. one axeltree,, or tyed together by the tayles of common 
Intereſt, 'doubr 'not but by laying their ſipcks together 
©they ſhall be able to bid fair for a'TVleratior, _e 
© And that we might not be left alone to wonder at our 
*ſelves,ourſympathizing Brethren abroad do wonder alſo, 
© That we honld be made the common Sewre to receive 
the Garbage of other Churches ,' and that their ſtinking 
©-ſhuffes hould be allowed Candlefticks here in Eng- 
a M, Simeon © 18nd. 


19/3 Crol2 
6 Eaw, . . 
Cu *  4* Endeavour vigorouſly to compound our Differences. 


1645-f,33- « i Ecclefiaſticall concernments. Alas , alas, ops | 
© akes 
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© akes, becauſe of our breaches. Let mine eyes run down 
* with tears night and day, and letthem nor ceaſe, for the 
© Virgin Daughter of my People is broken with a great 
© breach, with a very grievous blow, Jer. 14. 17. Vhat 
* Factions and Fractions, what Schi{ſmes and Separations, 
© what Rents and Diviſions ate in this poor , diſtracted , 
* Diſtreſſed Church of England > how thould either King- 
* dome or Church divided ſtand >| God forbid., but tender 
* reſpe# ſhould be had to texder Conſcitnces, But ( Right-Ho-' 
* nourable) I beſeech you take heed, leaft #nder that pretext,” - 
: ou think of Telerating all Religions amongſt us. Such Liber- 
*ty (I am afraid) would nſher in Libertiniſme, and haſterr 
* ourdeſolation. LF 0t DN 077 32:192 29h | 
a © It is commonly replied in Pulpirs,} inPrefſes, That a Mr. James 
© a Toleration of all conſciences, even Antichriſtian , would Cranford 
© bea Soveraign remedy to cure all diflentions, and an ef- S*7#:.before 
© fetuall means to compole the Wars of Chriſtendome: gs go 
* all-the blood that hath for ſo. many years been:ſhed, is — 
* charged upon the reſtraint of this licentiouſneſs;6gnorath od for Char: 
© or malttiouſly termed Perſecutidn, wp pt Þovh Gveend 
©I anſwer, it is' begdes my purpole to diſcuſs this 1646. p. 
© queſtion of Toleration , only for the preſent! I enquire; IT & 12. 
© Firſt, Would theſe menthar fo-hotly'defend:it:, grant 
© that Toleration(if they,nad power in their tiands)to. others 
© which they deſire for themſelves? I doubt ir.; The A4rri- 
© as did ſometimes ſcem as earneſt enemies to Perſecutt- 
© oxas theſe meny yet when they had Authority antheir (ide, 
© they raiſcd Perſecution againtt the Qrthadox, amore: terri- 
© ble thenthe heathen  Emperours-againſt- the Chriſtians, 
© which the Churches of the Eaft moſtgrievouſly 6 com- 
© plained of, ons I! 


4M 


b Binii 
0111. Copics 


© Athanaſins. at: large defcribech «';and- having ſpoken h 6E 6. 
y” ' 2 , 


much 
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: much of their inhymane, and more then belluine cru- 
Epift. ad elty againl{t all Scxes, all Ages, both living and dead,con- 
Soliter, _Cludes, that he had ſaid leſs then their inhumanity was, 
becanſc it exceeded all expreſſion. 
* The Doxatiſts did -xrdinarily plead for Toleratior, and 
* ſeemed the mott inveterate enemies to all diſturbance 
* for Conſcience ſakez yet when under the Apoltate [Julian 
» Con. lit, © they had gotten power, who can declare (laith a Auſtin) 
Petil:1.2. c. © whathavock they made of the Orthodox? 6 All Africa 
$2. * was filled with blood and deſolation; Men were renr,Ma- 
b Opt. cont. © trons dragged, Infants ſlaughtred , Women with chil. 
Parm.l.2:3-6 yiſcarried , none were 1ecure in their houſes, the 
© wayes were not ſafe for Travelers ; the Letters of them 
© that boaſted to be the Captains of the Saints were 'ter- 
© rible to all. Are our men led by another Spirit 2 Sure E 
© am, that one of them, that with moſt carneſtneſs, or 
* impudence pleads for Toleration, was lately of another 
© mind inthe caſe of Familifts and Antinomians in New- 
© Baglapd: 01 210 5c | | 
cP,13, <c<© Secondly would ſuch Toleration conduce to the eſta- 
*bliſhing of Peace in the Commmon-wealth > hath it ever 
f done it? Poſlible it is , that the equality of Powers may 
© perſwade ceach-Party for a Scaſonto ſuppreſs their inward 
* rancour; cari Toleratio; take it away , fo that it ſhall not 
© break out upon ſenſible advantages by the increaſe of 
© ſtrength? let the experience of former Ages, and preſent 
© times teach this. | 
© Errour may Tolerate errour,ſews inter ſe convent wrſis, 
* bur can darkneſs agree with light? or Wolves with Sheep? 
d De pre- © 4 Tertulian obſerves concerning Hereticks of old, they a- 
fe . pe © greed well enough one with anothersfor theugh they dif- 
erenG Fe © fered in private oPuiions , yet they joyned in one , inthe 
c | < oppofing 


| E931 
. © oppoſing of Truth. You Perſecute (ſaith Auſtin of the O. 14- 
' Doenatiſts) where you are able; where you Perſecutenot, * 
* you are not able to doe it,reſtrained by the fear of Laws, 
* ot envie,or the multitude making reſiſtance. 
© Thave been longupon this poynt; bur I will conclude 
© jt, with that ſolemn Embaſſie , which the Orthodox Fa- * 
© thers, Atﬀſcmbled in Councell at Simium, ſent to rhe 
© Empcrour Conftaztius. I have infilted the longer, 4 that a dthan. ds 
< it might appear to all , that the Tolcration of: Errour, is 7% Arim, 
© not a way to Peace, as ſome men pretend, but todifor- &: Seleuc. 
© der and confuſion: And yet Iam not an enemy to Peace, 
© buta friend to Truth, and Holineſs , without which no. 
© Man ſhall ſee God. 

6 Miniſters ought naw to be intent to the errours ofthe Þ A ſeriou 
© times, both in DoArine and Practiſe, and obſerve what © ?ſionate 
© is the proper work of the day , and Preach accordingly , 1,73. 21.0 
© taking heed of being gnitty of ſinfull filence, whileſt gy; in ag 
© Chriſt and his truth ſuffers. We havetoo many wounds jvorss of M. 
© with which we have been wounded, in the houſe of our The. E4- 
© friends : many Miniſters have and doe undoe ns; ſome Pards in his 
© by their torall filence; others by ſpeaking toogfavourabl y vngren: 
© of the Seas, ard too much daubing; *tr's high time row | p09". any 
þ : _ -prim, 

to ſpeak our , when the truth of God , 'the Faith once for x alph 
© delivered to the Saints, more pretious then our lives, is Smith at 
© almoſt loft, three Kinzdomes almoſt rnin'd , and all the the Bible in 
© reformed Churches in their Truth and Peace - hazarded, £9rnb11 
© They that can now be ſilent; well contented, and let the 1946: 
© Wolves come freely and not barke , rhey deſerve to be 
© accounted dumb dogs. Let therefore, all Goily Ortho- 
© dox Miniſters, who would not have all run to ruine, flir 
© up therWelyes, and lift up their voices like Trumpets, 
* ſtand no longer looking on, as idle ſpeators, or halting 
© between 
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* between two; for he that is not now with God in his 
« cauſe is againſt him, and he thatgathereth not ſcatter- 

Cth =---- And that Miniſters in our t'mes _ be a means 
* to prevent and ſupprefſe the Errours , Hereſies and 
* Schiſmes, they mult not onely often preach againſt them, 
” bur they ſhould ſet themſelves againſt all the ways by 

which Errours are come in, and are farther comeing up- 
© on us, and oppoſe them by Preaching & writing; as Lay- 
mens Pceaching, the Gathering of Churches, and above all 1 
* Toleration, for that would be an open doore, at which all 
* kind of Hereſjes would come in, and no man could keep 
* them out : and therefore if Miniſters will witnefſe tor 
* Truth and againſt Errors, they mult ſer themlelves in 
* a ſpeciall manner againſt a Toleration, as the principal! 
* inlet to all Hereſie and Error, And if a Toleration be 
* granted all preaching will not keep them out : For as it 
© hath been anſwered the Patrons of | <omamny (who plead 
* ſetthem ſtand, but Preach again the VVorſhipping of 
*them) that if they ſtand, preaching will not take away 
* all the danger; tis not ſufficient to keep the People from 
* all Idolatry; ſo fay I in this caſe, If a Toleration be 
© granted, The Devill will be too hard for us, though we 


© preach never ſo much againſt them. A Toleration will 


* undoe all, Firſt bring in Sceptiſme: in DoGrine , and 
©looſencs of Life, and attcrwards all Atheiſme. 

© The Patrons of Error, beeauſe they cannot at firlt 
© plead for ſuch and ſuch Docrines n termiaw, and yet 
© hold..them, and-would have them propagarcd, rheretote 
© they plead>for 4 Toleration, which -once being'granted 
they will come in then of courſe.O letthe Miniſters there- 
© tore oppoſe Tolcration, (as being that.by whtchthe Di- 
*vel would at once lay a foundation4or his Kingdonuto 111 
"PS Gene- 
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© Generations) witneſle againſt it in all places, poflefſe the 
Magiſtrate of the Evill of it, yea, and the People too, 
ſhewing them how ifa Toleration were granted, they 
c © . . x » Wh 
ſhould never have peace in their Familes more, or cver 
" after have command of VVives, Children, Servants, but 
" they and their Poſterities after them are like to live in 
* diſcontent, and unquietneſſe of mind all their dayes.-. a I 
& . ; C 
might ſhew how the Paſtors of the Reformed Churches a p.87. 
(namely thoſe who were (tars ofthe Firſt Magnitude) 
were againſt the Toleration of Anabapriſts, Libertines, 
* and other SeQaries in their time, and what they did and 
- writ againſt it; as Calvin, Zuinglius, Peter Martyr, Philip 
F Melan#hon, Z anchins, Beza A K zox;Bullinger, Muſcubn G 
; nnnne bþ As allo how in E _— in Queen Eliziaberhs aajes, 
. learned Biſhops and Godly Miniſters were againſt the bp.88. 
_ ſuffering of many Religions in this Kingdome: as Biſhop 
© Texel,Biſhop Babington, Biſhop Bilſon, Mr, Cartwright, & 
- Mr. Perkins, who'in his learned workes on Revel: 2:20. 
« ſpeakes thus; Every man w not to be Ieft to bis opn 
© Conſcierſie';, to teach and hold what Daftrine he: xill, 
- But all ſuch men or women as teach erroneous Nofrine, 
« by the Government of the Church are to be reſtrained. 
© --== © Did I ſay the Arch-Biſbops,Brfhops, Deanes, Dodors, cp.91. 
- Court-Chaplains, and Biſhops-Chaplains, (for there were 
: ſome of all theſe forts oppo#d) hazard the favour of 
« King, Nobles, great Conrtiers, the Jofſe of all their Pre- 
« ferments, Arch=Biſhopricks, Bifhopricks ,, Deaneries, ,orear Si 
© liveings to withſtand a Toleration, And ſhall the Miniſters... 
- of our times ſuffer a Tolerate of all Sets ro come in. 
© upon us,in a time when the greateſt Refurmationis Pres 
C 2 , - CD 
tended that ever was in this Kingdome, and a Parliament 
* fitting, and be either wholly filent or oppoſe faintly; be 
*afraid 


5 
« 


c 


O for 4 
Burgeſſe, 
a Calamy, 
2 Caſe, 

A Bexter, | 
a Edw@r4: < bggks come forth, ſuch Sermons preached, ſuch practices 
O&<. to write < Laid, ſuch perſons preferred and ſuffered, ſuch partiality 


Preach, &c. < 
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© afraid of diſpleafing ſome grear man,or hazarding a lit- 
* te eftare an{ liberty? was the Lukewarme Angel whom 
© God hath caſt out. of his Church, for nor being zealous 
© enough, yt fo zealous as to hazard all againſt a Tiera- 
© tion of Poperi? And ſhall the Prexbyterians Orchoiex 
© Godly Miniliers be fo cold as to let Anataptiſn, 
© Bronaiſme, Atizomianiſme, Libertmiſae, Tidependency, 
© come inupon us, 2nd keep in a whole Skin? Certain« 
© ly the Biſhops and their Chaplains ſhall riſe up in judg- 
* ment againlt the Miniſtry of this Generation, who 2p- 
© peared againſt the mird of the King, Counci!, and fo 
© powerfull a fationas was for Popery, and the Toleration 
© of itin thoſe dayes, if they befilent or meally mouthed, 
© beſides the ſhame and diſhonour of ir here, before the 
© Churches abroad, and good men at home, who will lay 
* all the blame upon the Miniſters, and ſay, Wee may 
© thanke them for this, fordealing no more. freely, nor 
* faithfully with the : Kingdomycrying out, an unworthy A- 
"flembly, an unworthy Miniſtry in City and Country, to 


<4ir ſtill and ſuffer all theſe Errors and poyſonous Prin- 


© ciples, in Books, Sermons to come in upon us, and to 
© paſſe unqueſtioned. 

© Ofor ſome Gabriel Poxells, Dawnams , Abbots &c7 
© to write, preach, remonſtrate, proteſt againſt the Errors 
© and wayes of theſe times, Tis want of courage and ſpeak- 
© ing out hath undone us; and *tis onely boldnefſe and 


© freedome in ſpeakeing, to declare: particulirly ſucki 


uſed &c: in reference to the SeRarics, that muſt reco. 

* ver ns; theres no way to put a ſtop to things, and ſaveall 

* from ruiac, but preſcnt courage and Heroick reluJution, 
C 

and 
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© azid lets ſpeak out , and ſuffer no longer 4 _— of g14dy 
© cunning ſelf-ſecking Sefartes, to betray the Truth of God | 

©'azd to abuſe and undoe; two Kingdoms ---- Lets therefore 

© fill all: Preſſes, cauſe all Pulp!ts to-ring,and ſo poſſeſs Par. 

©liament, City , and whole Kingdom againſt the Seas; 

* and of the evill of Schiſme, and a Tuleraton, that we may 

©no more hear of a Toleration,nor of Seperated Churches, 

© being hateſull names in the Church of God. AM E N 

 *AMEN. nh | _ 

a* For ifir be lawfull for every man to entertain and hold mg -*—— "_y 
© what opinion he pleaſeth, how differing ſoever from the —_ of 
* opinion and judgment of the reſt of the Church and Peo- yz, Nat 
* ple of God, yet this is his opinion, and his judgement is. Newcomen 
© perſwaded of it, and he muſt follow his own judgement; Serm. at 
© and this liberty of judgement be (as ſome ſay) Liberty of F4uls Feb.$ 
© Conſcience, part of the Liberty purchaſed by Jeſus , and 1545-2+ 12- 
© to reſtrain it, or ſet bounds to it, is in their 1a uage Pere 
© ſecutiong Tyranny, @c, It this were true, ſure Paul did ye= 
© ry ill, to charge the Corenthiavs with ſo much authority, 
© tobe of the ſame mind, and of the ſame judgment, Might nor 

© ſome among the Corinthians have ſaid to Paul, This is' 
© hard uſage, this is to rack 6 low.man:to the ſame lenath with; 
© a taller, and to cut 4 14h man to-the ftature, of anethat-is low?) 
© What, the ſame judgement? and the ſame mmde?: will not; 
© Paul allow difference of lights and fights? Might not ſome 

© oxe among the Corinthians have ſaid, Vharitl am of 'o:) 

© pinion that there.is no.reſfurreRion;what hath Paul brad, 

© ny man todo with that? it is my conſcience,axd it is wy} 

© liberty, and what hathany man to db with my conſcience 
© more then I with his > might nor Hymeneus have ſaid; 

© What if it be my Opinion, that the ReſurreFion i paſt al- 

© ready, what hath Paul to "_ with that? Yes , ſaith _ 

L 
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if ye perſiſt obſtinate' TI will Excottumunicate you, I w;/ 
E Ae[ioer you up to Satan, that you may learn 108 to Blaſpheme: 
© Certainly this Thelter ,"this Aſyhum"ot errone, falſely 
© called Lib+rr; of Conſcibrice, was northought of in former 
times, | 


POSCITITUTITODOOTCTT 5 


TJ Hus far theſe Famous Divines, whoſe ve- 
ry wordsT have tranſcribed, and that faich- 
fully,never adding ſo much asone ſyllable of my 
own, unleſs in the Margin, where I have ſome- 
rimes taken a little Liberty, | 
I do much hope (upon a: ſerious perudall) 
you-will confeſs theſe Teſtzmontes. both pertwenc 
and convincing,: and” therefore 1 might here take 
occaſion to conſult my own eafe, and your pa- 
tience, But becauſe { as I have found by ſad ex- 
perience) Prejudices are ſtrong, and evil Habits 
 Gwhich' have beeri long* im contracting} are not 
laddainl ; removed , | ( as an effteCtual meanes 
MR Gods bleſſmg) of your farther Conv:- 
Gion) \1 ſhall! intreat your! peruſall- of theſe fol- 
lowing Auboyares, oO YO 
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Preſented the Fir of Jan, 1645, to the 
J She} Aſſembly of 


DIVINES, 


Sitting at Weſtminſter by Authority 
| | of Parhament 


4GAINST 


Toleration. 
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CEEIEILIEEELELEEEEELILD 


To Our Reverend, Learned, and Religious Bre- 
thren, the Prolocutor , and the re of the Dz- 
vines Aſſembled, and now fitting at Weſtuun- 
fter , by Authority of Parliament : Theſe pre- 


ent, 


Reverend and beloved Brethren , 


W x FEarc cxceedingly apprehenfive of the de- 
V \ / © firableneſs of our Churches Peace, and of 
| © the pleaſantneſs of Brethrens Unity, know- 
© ing that when Peace is ſet upon its proper 
© Baſis, wiz: Righteousneſſe and truth, it is one of the beſt 
_ © Poffertions, both deleQable and ' profitable : like Aa- 
© 707, ointment, and the dew of Hermon. Ir is true, by 
© reaſon of different lights, and different fights among 
© Brethren there may be diſſenting in Opinion; yet , 
© (4) why ſhould there be. any ſeparating from Church- a) What is 
© Communton £ The Churches Coat 'may be of diverſe the keeping 
© colours, yet, why ſhould there be any rent in it > ©aventicles 
© Have we nota Touch-ſtone of Truth , the good word ® Piv«te 
© of God; and when.all things 'are examined by that roy dk _ 
© word, theh that whichiis may be held faſt; bnr ting r 4 
© firſt they muſt be known, and then examined afterward. our Church 
© If our diflenting Brethren after ſo many importunate in- communion. 
© treaties would have been perſwaded ( cither in zeale to 
© the truth,or in ſincere love to the Churches peace,and U- 
| © nity 
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* nity among Brethren, or in relpe& to-their own reputa- 
þ) Tet the tion by faire and ingenious dealing, or (4) 12 Conſcience 
Miniſters of © to their promiſe mage with the Miniſters of London zow five 
thy perſwe- © 12ars ſincegor any tuch like reaſonable conſideration) ar laſt 
102 made 456 tg have given us a full narrative of their 'Opinions, and 
Gartle Cr © Grounds of their Separation., we are perlwaded they 
ſ _— * would not have ſtood a ſuch a diſtance from us as now 
Seiptions, * they do : Bur they choſe rather to walk by their own 
Promiſes, * private lights than to unboſome themſelves to us their 
yea,Oaths of* molt affeRtionate Brethren; and to ſet themſelves in an 
Canonical! © zreroden way of their own, rather then to wait what 
Obedience © 14 Covenanted Reformation, according to. the word of 
| 9 wt - c God, and (c) examples of the beſt reformed Churches _ 

oceſars. _ bring torth. But the offence doth not end herezit ismuc 
c) Shew »« | that our Brethren ſhould ſeparate from the Church , bur 
the example*® that they ſhould.endeavour (4) to get 4 warrant to Autho- 
of one refor- * r12e their Separation from it, and to have Liberty (by draw- 
med Church © jo members out of it) to weaken and aiminil it, till ( fo far 
_—_ R * 46 ies in them) they have brought it to nothing ; this we think 
Mins ers : to be plainly unlanfull, Jet this xe underſtand # their preſent 
libertynot to deſigne and endeavor, Wherefore (Reverend Brethren) 
uſe her eſta- * having bad ſuch large experience of your zeale 'of Gods 
bliſhd Rites © olory, your care of his afflied. Church, your carneſt 
| and Cere- © 64cavours to promote the compleat Reformation ofit, 
A Thi ;, _andof your ready concurrence with us in the improve- 
Noknh cor F" ment of any means that might be found conducible to 

' Brethrens this cd; we are bold to hint wito youtheſe our enſuitr 
 deſigne and* Reaſons againſt the Toleration of Independeney tt this 

endeavour © Qhyrch, oe 

#t this 116: 1, © The deſires and endeavours. of Independents for a 
* Toleration, are at this time extreamly unleaſonable and 

* preproperous: for, - FOE yp m 
- Ihe 
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- I. © The Reformation of Religion is not yc<t perſefted 
© and ſerled amongſt us, according to our Covenant, And 
© why may not the Reiormation be raiſed up at laſt, to 
© ſuch purity, and perfetion , that truly teader Conſcien- 
© ces may receive abundant ſatisfaction, for ought that yet 
* appears ?- 
2. © Itis not yet known, what the Government of the 
© Independents is, neither would they ever yet vouchlfafe 
©ro let: the World know, what they hold in that point, 
© though ſome of their Party have been too forward to « JThe Pres 
E-al . ; : 
challenge the London Petitroners, as led with blind Obedi- byterians 
© ence, andpinning their ſoules upon the Prieſts fleeve, for de- (althorgh 
< firing an eſtabliſhment of the Government of Chriſt , be- ofienpreſſed 
© fore there was any Modell of it.extanr. Oy. 
3. © Wecanhardly be perſwaded , that the Indepen- ei ht 
© dents themſelves (after all the ſtirs they have made a- with os ' 
© mongſt us) (ec) are as yet fully reſolved about their own would be all 
© 21, wherewith they would be concluded, ſeeing they pab- concluded, 
© liſh not their modell (though they are nimble enough how far thc 
©in publiſhing other things) and they profeſs Reſerves, EF leg 
* and new Lights, for which they will (no donbr ): exped ;,; _w 
© the like Toleration-, and ſo in infinituw. It were more their defires 
© ſeaſonable to move for Toleration, when once they are of Tolerati- 
* poſitively determined how far they mean to goe,and where they on, and con- 
© mean to ſtay. | | deſcention. . 
Il. © Their defires and endeavours,arc unreaſonable,and f It's noto- 
* unequall in divers regards. T10us. Props 


I. Partly becauſe no ſuch Toleration, hath hitherto Leen a7) 


© eſtabliſhed (ſo far as we know ) 11 any Chriſtian State by the in the late 
© Civil Magiſtrate, 213 288 times tole- 


2.f © Partly , becauſe ſome 'of them have ſolemnly pro... Yate Epiſ- 
© feſt, that they eannot ſufter Presbytery ; and anſwerdble here. <WPacy. 


C: 
; Ng 
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© wato is their prafiiſe in thoſe places where Tudependency pre< 
© wailes, | 

3 © And partly becauſe (g) to grant to them', and not to 
ge) To grant © other Seftaries, woo are free borne as well as they , and have 
Indulgence © oye as good ſervice as they tothe Publick ( as they uſe to 


unto a few, < plead) will be counted injuſtice and great Partiality, butto 


Id effer.d . . So _ Bb 
ban offer h orant it unto all, will ſcarce be clear'd from preat im pic- 
of all Par= tQY. | ; 
ties. UI. © Independency isa Schiſme 


Why may I. (h) © Independents do depart from our Churches and 
not Indepen. < (| atkzowledy'd by themſelves, 


z =p be ne 2. * They draw and ſeduce our members from our Con- 


daries, des * gr egations, : 

fire the ſame 3. (i) They ereft ſeparate Congregations, under a ſeparate 
favour, in © and undiſcovered Government. : 32 
Caſe they (4) © They refuſe Communion with our Churches in the 


roo iy Sacraments, | 
Churches, 5+ © Their Miniſiers refuſe ts preach among us as. Of- 
(hy) Te al- © ficers. | 
ready do, & 6, © Their members , if at any time they joyne with us 
(in caſe © in hearing the Word and Prayer, yet they do it nd! as with 
your Tolera © ;ho Mimnifteriall Word and Prayer, nor as the Ads of Church 


TR) . Communion | | 
- br irip (D Now we judge that no Schiſine is to be Tolera- 


our members © ted in the Church *xiswer@ 1 Cor: 1, To. 1 Cor: 12,25. 
from our © *0za5mdess Rom: 6.17. with 1 Cor, 3 3, Gal: 5 20, 
arg : IV. (m) * Many miſchiefes will inevitably follow upon 
tions, whic 

ye acknowledge true Churches. (i)Ye doin effet ſet up Separate Churches, 
(k Ye receive n»t the Sacraments (except ſome few) in our Churches but at 
private meetings , * Schiſme s. * Diviſions. (1) No. Schiſme is to be Telera- 
ied. as y* grant. But Presbytery is a Schiſme Now, as much as Independency ws 
by you declared tobe Then. Therefore, (according to your own grounds ) it is 
z6t to be Tolerated, (m) Tte ſame would follow if Pres bytery were T clerated. * 
. tats 


———_—_—— 
——— 
©I , 
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© this Toleration, and.that both to Church and Common: 


* wealth, 

Firſt to the Church, as, | 

I. © Cauſeleſs and unjuſt revolts from our. Miniſtry, and 
© Congregatuons . ; 

2, © Our Peoples minds will be troubled, and in danger to 
©be ſubverted, as As 15, 24, 

3. © Bitter heart -burmngs among Brethren , will te fa- 
" mented and perpetuated to Paſterity, | 

4. © The 6. ih painfall, Or:hodox Mziziſtry, will be dife 
© couraged and deſpiſed. 

5, The life ana power of Godlineſſe will be eaten out by fri- 
© wolous difputes, and ame janglings. | 

6, © The whole courſe of Religion in private Families, will 
© ke interrupted and undermined. 

7. © Reciprocall Duties between perſons of neareſt and dea- 
© reſt Relations will be extreamly violated, | 

8. © The whole work of Reformation, eſpecially in Diſci= 
Colize and Government will be retarded, difturbed, and in 
© danger of being utterly fruſtrate and wid, whileſt every pers 
© ſor ſhall have liberty, upox every treviall diſcontent at Pres- 
© byteriall Goverment and Churches, to revolt from us, ad - 
* liſt chemſeloes in ſeparated Congregations, * | 

g. © All other Sets and Herefies inthe Kinzdome will be 
© eacouraged to endeavour the like Toleration. 

Io. All other Sefts and Hereſies in the K ingdome will 
* (afezuard and ſbelter themſelves ander the wings of Tndepere 
© dency, ani ſome of the [udependents in their Books, have 9 
© penly ar:owen, that they plead for Liberty of Corſcience as well 
© for others as for themſelves. | | 

It. * A:d the whole Church of Ergland , in ſhort trove will 
© be ſnallowed up with deſtrufiion and confuſion, And God 1s 

K | © zot 
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© 7,07 the Author of confuſion but of peace, 1. Cor: 14. 33. 


© Secondly to the Commonwealth. for, 

I. © Alltheſe miſchiefs in the Church mill have their pro. 
© partionable influence npon the Commonwealth, 

2. © The K:ngdome will be wofully weakned by ſcandalls 
© 27) Divions, ſo that the enemies of it, both domeſticall and 
© farreizy will be eacoarazed to plot aud practice againſt it, 

3. It is muchto be doubted, leſt the powtr of the Magiſtrate, 
© ſhould nat onely be weakened, but even utterly overthrowne, 
© conſidering the Principles and praftices of Independents,toge= 
© ther with their compliance with other Sefaries, ſufſictently (a) 
© knowne to be Anti-Magiſtraticall, 

— (4) V.* Such a Toleration is utterly repugnant and in- 
rarian prin. © conſiſtent with thar ſolemn League and Covenant , for 
ciptes known © Reformation and defence of Religion , which not on 

ro be ſo too. © both houſes of Parliament, but alſo perſons of all forts 


b) And 5 <.jn both Kingloms of England and Scotland , have ſub. 


uconſifient & {cribed, and with hands lifted up to the moſt high God 


—_— © have ſworn: (a) which Covenant likewiſe , both you, 
poſed bly © and we, and thoſe that moſt earneſtly purſue the eſta- 
Lawfull © bliſhment of Toleration , have made ( or ſhould have 
Anthority, © made) in the preſence of Almighty God, the ſearcher of all 
which that © 1, .rts,ith a true intention to perform the ſame , as we ſhall 


a) Which * anſwer at the Great day, when the ſecrets of all hearts fhall be 
© C 1 ns ; 


Oaths have aſchſed. For, 


brex taken I. © Thu is oppoſite to the Reformation of Relizion,accord- 


» 


the chief flicklers for Toleration, and with 4 True intention ( #t wa hoped ) to 
performe the ſame. 


by mot of 


6712 


- © trary to this League and 
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19 to the word of God, and the example of the beft reformed 
: Churches, Article x. ; P f form 


2. (n) © It is deſtruiive to the three Kingdomes neareſt 
© conjunFion and uniformity in Relioion and Go 'which 
C0n)4nct ion 4n mit y in Neugon ana goverument,whic 


© might lead us and our poſterity after us as Brethren to live ST - 
© ;z faith and Love Art.1, Precjtery 


3. (0) *© 1t is plainly contrary to that extirpation of $ chiſme is no leſs de-" 
© 47d whatſoever ſhall be found contrary to ſound Dofrine, ſftrudive to 
© and the Power of Godlineſſe, which we have ſworne ſincerely, *e comjun- 


p and conſtantl endeavour wi -* Gion and 
* reall) » and conſtantly to endeavour without reſpe# of per MR 


0715, | ; of all the 

4. (p) © Hereby weſhall be involved in the guilt of other three Kings 
© mens ſins , and thereby be endangered to recerve- of their domes then 
© Plagues Art, 2, | in 
5. Jt ſeems utterly impoſſible (if ſuch Toleration ſhould be 49: 
© oranted) that the Lord ſhould be one, and his name one in the ng 


0 : Presbytery 2s 
© three K 1710 domes, Art, 2, as _ - 


6. © This will palpably hinder the Reformation of Reli- Schiſme 
* 9108, inevitably divide ' one K ingdome from another,and from E piſ- 
©anhappily make faFtions and pe amont the People cone CPacy, as 
ovenant , of which evil offi- " iſcop wt 
© ces, whoſoever ſhall be found guilty, are reputed in the 5 cy 
: : _ y Was 
* Wards of the Covenant (5) Inceadiaries , Malinnazts from Pres: 
. ery, why 
; 0 they H0w, 
in tead of extirpation, deſire the Tolerdtion of it , contrary to Your Covenant, 
(p) Toleration of Schiſme rendreth Magiſtrates aud Miniſters 4cceſſary to the* 
Errours, Sins, and Deitru@ion of ſeduced and deluded People. ( q ) The Tole- 
ration of deformity, eve in little Matters, . ſometimes cauſeth fatiions and pars 
ties amongit the People, Les Vs have a care we be not Incen4iaries, or evill 
Inſtruments - for Sacrilegious ſpirits to work by ill affefled as well to Presbyte- 
ry as Eprſcopacy 


K 2 | M alige 
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© Malignants and evill Inſtruments, to be diſcovered, that 


l they may be brought to publick triafl, and receive condigne 
_ puniſhment. Art,4.& 5. 


© Theſe are ſome of the many Confiderations , which 
| © make deep impreſſions upon our ſpirits , againft that 
© oreat Diaxa of Independents , and all the SeQaries ſo 
* much cryed up by them in theſe diſtrafted times , w:2. 
* A Toleration, a Toleration. And however, none ſhuuld 
© have more rejoyced then our ſelves in the eſtabliſhment 
* of a Brotherly, Peaccable, ard Chriſtian accommoda- 


* tion, yet this being ntterly rejected by them , we can» 


* not difſemble how upon the fore-mentioned grounds, 
X we deteſt and abhor the nauch endeavoured Toleration, 
- Our Buwels, our Bowels areſtirred within us , and we 
: could even Drowne our ſelves in Tears , when we call 
.to mind , how long, and ſharp a travell this Kingdom 
- hath bcen in for many years together, to bring forth that 
- bleſſed fruir of a pure and perfect Reformation ; and 
. how at aſt aiter all our pangs, and doſours, and expeRa- 
 tioas, this Reall and through Reformation, is in danger of 
being ſtrangled inthe Birth, by a lawleſs Tolcration, that 

* ſtrives to be brought forth before it. 
© Wherefore ( Reverend and Beloved Brethren) we 
© could not ſatisfy our ſelves, till we had made ſome dil- 
© covery of our Thoughts unto you abour this matter; not 
© that we can harbour the leaſt jcalouſy of your zcale, fi- 
* Jdelity , or induſtry in the oppoſing, id extirpating of 
© ſuch a root of gall and bitterneſs, as Toleration is and 
* will be, both inpreſent and future Ages; but that we 
© may what lies in us, endeavour mutually to ſtrengthen 
© ne anothers reſolutions , againſt the preſent —_ 
| *vills, 
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© vil!s, and that our Conſciences , may. not ſmite ns ano- 
© ther day for ſinſull ſilence, or ſluggiſh deficiency in any 
" point of Duty, tending to the glory of Chriſt, Honour 
© of the Truth, Peace of the Church, Perfetion of Refor- 
© mation , Performance of our Covenant , and Benefit of 
© preſent and ſucceeding Generations, | 


From S4ion-Collcdge 
Lond. Decemb. 
18. 1645+ 

| Sulſeribed by Us jour Ae ionate 
Brethren , and Fellow-labox- 
rers in the work of the Mini- 
ſtry , te whom Truth and 
Peace is very pretious, 


. «&;> Da T4 
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RF LL LLFS TLLLLAFAFL LEED 
The Judgement of kig F 4A MES and 
His Privy - Council againſt 


Tolcrarion. 
Tranſcribed verbatim out of Judge Crooks 


| Reports, Term, Mich: Anno 2. Jacobi 
Parag, 13, Part, 2, p, 37. 
Emorandum, that by command frem the King, 
MI. the Juſtices of England, with diverſe of 
* the Nobiliry 12, The Lord Elleſmere Lord 
© Chancelor , the Earle of Dorſet Lord Trea- | 
© ſurer, Vicount Cranbourne Principall Secretary , the 
© Earle of Nottingham Lord Admirall , the Earles of 
© Northumberland, Warteflter, Deron, and Northampton, 
* the Lords Zouch, Burghley, and K zovles, the Chancel- 
© lor of the Dutch), the Arch-Biſhop of Caxterhury, rhe 
Biſhop of London, Popham chief Juſtice , Bruce Maſter 
* of the.Rolls, Anderſon, Gawdy,W almejly, Feaner, K imgs- 
© mull, Warbextoa,s awill, Danell, Velverter, and S mt, 


_ © wereaflembled inthe Srar Chamber, where the Lord 


* Chancellor, after a long Speech made by him, concern» 
* ing Juſtices of Peace, and his Exhortation to the Juſtices 
« of Aſſize; and in diſcourſe concerning Papilts and Purt- 
bs 7 6 
*tans, 
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© tans, Declaring how-they both were diſturbers of the 
© State, and that the King intended to ſuppreſs them , and 
© to have the Laws put in execution againſt them, Deman- 
© ded of the Juſtices their Reſolution in three things, 

© Firſt, Whether the Deprivation of Puritan Mini- 
© ſters by the High Commiſſioners, for refuſing ro Con- 
© forme themfclves to the Ceremonies appointed by 
© the laſt Canons, was Lawfall > Whereto all the Juſtices 
© anſwered, | 

© That they had conferred thereof before, and held irto 
© be lawiull, Becauſe the King hath the Supream Eccle- 
* faſticall Power, which he hath Delegated ro the Com- 
© miſfioners, whereby they had the Power of Deprivation, 

© by the Canon Law ofthe Realm , and the Statute of r. 
* Eliz, which appoints Commilſioners to be mage by the 
© Queen,doth not confer ary rew Power , but cxplain and 
* declare the ancient Power. And therefore they held ir 
* clear, ' That the King without Parliamem ' might make 
*Orders and Conſtitutions for the Government of the 
* Clergy, andmight deprive them , if they obeyed nor; 

© And ſo the Commiſhoners might deprive them, But 

" they could not make any Conſtitutions withour the King, 

* and thedivulgig of ſuch Ordinances by Proclamation is 
* 4a. moſt gratious Admonition; And for as much as they 

* have refuſed to obey , they are lawtully deprived by the 

Commiſſioners ex Off:ci« without Libell E: 8re teus 
© cont ocatt, | 
* Secondly, Whether a Prot:ibition be grantable againſt 
© the Commiſſioners upon the Statute of 2.H.5.ifthcy do 
© not deliver the Copy of the Libell to the Party; whereto 
© they all Anſwered, That that Statute is intended where 
© the Eccleſiaſticall Judge proceeds, Ex oficro &' ore trnus, 
© Thirdly 


[93] 

© Thirdly, Whether ie were an offence-puniſhable, and 
© what puniſhment they deſcryed , who framed Petitions, 
© and colleed a mwlticude of hands thereto, to prefer the 
© King in a publick cauſe as the P:ritans had done, with an 
© Intimation to the King, That ifhe denyed their Suite, 
© many Thouſands of the Subje&s would be dilcontemted> 
© Whercto all the J uſtices anſwered, that it was an of- 
© fence finable at diſcretion , and very neer to Treaſon and 
© Felony in the puniſhment , for they tended to the raifing 
© of Sedition, Rebellion and diſcontent among the People: 
* To which Reſolution all the Lords agreed and then many 


: © of the Lords declared. 


© That ſome of the Pur:taxs had raiſed a falſe Rumour - 
© of the King, how he intended to grant a Toleration to Pa- 
© piſts: which offencethe Juſtices conceived to be heinous- 
©ly finable by the Rules of the Common Law,cither in the 
© Kings Bench, or by the King and his Councill : or now 
© fince the Statute of 3, H. 7, im the Star-Chamber, And 
© the Lords ſeverally declared how the King was diſcon- 
© tented, with the ſaid falſe Rumour, and had made bur 
© the day before a Proteſtation unto them , That he never 
© intended it, and that he would ſpend the laft drop of 


| © blood in his body before he would do itz and prayed that 


© before any of his Iflue ſhould maintain any other Religi- 
© oa then whar he truly profefſed and maintained, that God 
© would take them our of the VVorld, 
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VOTES «c, 


OG# 7HRE 
Honourable Houſe of 


COMMONS Feb, 5, &, 166 2. 


Upon Reading His Majeſties Gratious | 
Declaration and Speech Oc. 


Die Mercurii 25, Feb, 15. Car, R. 


Refolved &c. Nemine contradicente, 
That the humble Thanks of this Houſe, be returned to Bis 
Majeſty, for his Reſolution to Maintain the A8 of Tnifor= 


Mil). 


Reſolved &c. 


That it be preſented to the K ings Majeſty , as the Humble 


Adwice of the Houſe , That no Indulgence be granted to the 
diſſenters from the AF of Vnifarmity. 


Moft Gratious Soveraigne , 


TT x Knights, Crizens,an Burgeſſes,of the Commons 


houſe of Parliament,did with great joy receive your Maje- 
L 2 lies 


TY 


_— — 
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© mott Gratiovs Speech,at the opening this Seifion of Par- 
* liament: And being thereby invited to confider of their 
© Declaration of the Twenty fixth of December laſt, they 
© have with all Sobricty, Duty , and AﬀeRion , examined 
* the grounds thereo!,and do by me preſer: unto your Ma- 
< jeſty their moſt hearty Tharks for the ſame, and humble 
© Advice thereupon; both which, I do beſeech your Ma- 
© jeſty, that you will vouchſafe me to dcliver in their own 
© words, 
© May it pleaſe your mot excellent Majeſty, 

* Wee your Majeſties moſt Dutifull and Loyall Sub- 

© jets, the Knights, Citizens and Burgefles of the Houſe of 


© Commons in Parliament Afﬀembled , having with all fi. 


© delity and obedience conſidered of the ſeverall matters 
© comprized in your Majeſties Jate Gratzjous Declaration 
* of the 26 of Decemb.laſt,and your moſt gratious Speech 
© at the beginning of this preſent Seſſion , | 

© Do in the firſt place tor ovr ſelves, and inthe names 
© of all the Commons of 'England, render to your Sacred 
* Majeſty, the Tributeof our moſt hearty Thanks for thar 
© infinite Grace and Goodneſs , wherewith your Majeſty 
" hath been pleaſed to publiſh your Royall intentions, 
* of adhering to your AQ of Indempnity and Oblivion, 
© by a conſtant and Religious obſervance of ir. And 
* our hearts are further enlarged. in theſe returnes of 


*Thanſgivings wen we confider your Majeſtics moſt 


© Princely, and Heroick- Proteffions of relying upon the 
* Aﬀe&ions of your people, and abhorring all ſort of mi- 
* litary and arbitrary Rule, Bur above all wee can never 
* enough remember, to the honour of your Majeſtics Pi- 
© ety, 2nd our unſpeakable Comfort, thoſe folemne and 


*to 


© endearing Invitations of us your Majeſties Subjes 


[597]. | 

© to prepare Lawes to be preſented to yout Majeſty, a® 
© 54inft rhe growth and encreaſe ofPopery; and withall to 
© provide more Laws azainſt Licentiouſneſs and impiety,ar 
© the ſame time declaring your own Reſolutions for main= 
* raining the At of Unitormity. | 

* And it becomes us alwatcs to acknowledge and ad- 
© mire your Majeſties Wiſdome in this your Declaration, 
© whereby your Majeſty is pleaſed to reſolve, not only by 
© ſumptuary Laws, bur by your own Royall example of 
© frugality, to reſtrain thar exceſs in mens expences, which 
© is grown ſo generall, and fo exorvitant;-and to direour 
© endeavours, to find out fir, & proper Laws for advance- 
© ment of Trade and Commerce. 

© After all this we moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty 
* to beleive, Thar it is with extream unwillingneſs and re 
© luancy of heart, that we are brought rodiffer from any 
* thing which your Majeſty hath thought fit to propoſe; 
* And though wedo no way doubt, but that the unreaſo. 
* nable diſtempers of mens ſpirits, and the many Muti- 
© nies and Confpiracies which were carried on, during the 
© late intervalls of Parliament, did reaſondbly incline your 
© Majeſty to endeavour by your declaration, to give frag 
* allay to thoſe il] humours , ri}! the Parliament Aﬀeme 
© bled and the hopes of indulgence, if the Parliament 
© ſhuulld coaſent to it, eſpectatly ſceing the pretendets to 
© this indulgence, did ſeem to make ſome titles to it, Ly 
* vertue of -your Majeſties Declaration from Breda. Ne 
* vertheleſs, we your Mijeſties mot Duritull and Loyall 
© Subjects, who are now returned to ſerve in Parliament 
* from thoſe ſeverall parts and places of your Kinadome, 
© for waich we are choſen, Do humbly ofer ro your Ma- 
© jeſties great V Viſdome, Thar it is in no fort adviſable, 
©thar 


731 
© that there be any indulgence to ſuch perſons } who pre= 
. ſame to difſent from the Atof Uniformity,and the Re- 
: ligion eſtabliſhed. 
| For theſe Reaſons, 
© We have conſidered the Nature of your Majeſties 
© Declaration from Breda, and are humbly of Opinion, 
© That your Majeſty ought not to be prefled with it any 
* farther , | 
© Becauſe it is not a promile in it ſelf , but only a Gra- 
tious Declaration of your Majeſties Intentions, to doe 


your Majeſty to doe ; and no ſuch Advice wasever gi- 
ven, or thought fit to be offered ; nor could it be other- 
wife underſtood, becauſe there were Laws of Uniformi- 
 *tythen in being, which could not be diſpenſed with , bur 
© by Acof Parliament. | 
© They who do pretend 2 right to that ſuppoſed promiſe, 
© put the Right into the hands of their Repreſentatives, 
* whom they choſe to ſerve for them in this Parliament, 
© who have paſſed , and your Majeſty conſented to the A& 
* of Uniformity® It any ſhall preſymeto ſay, that a right 
© to the benefit of this Declaration doth till remain atter 
© this Ae paſled , 

© It tends to diflolve the very Bonds of Goverment, and 
© to ſuppoſe -a diſability in ”_- Majeſty and the Houles 
© of Parltament to make a 
© your Majeſtics Declaration, though both Houſes ſhould 
* adviſe your Majeſty to it. 

©We have alſo conſidered the nature of the Indulgence 
© Propoſed, with reference to thoſe conſequences , which 
© muſt neceſſarily atrend it, 
« It will eſtabliſh Schiſme by a Law , and make the 

© whole 


C 
£< 
o 
o 
c 
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what inyou lay , and what a Parliament ſhould adv/le | 


aw contrary to any part of | 


[29] 

© whole Govertnent of the Church precarious} andthe 
© Cenlures of it of no moment or Confideration atall. 

© It will no way become the Gravity or Wiſdome of # 
© Parliament, to paſſe a Law atone Sefhon for Uniformity,, 
*and at the next Seiſion (the Reaſons of Uniformity con- 
©rinuing ſtill the ſame) to paſſe another Law to fruſtrate 
© or weaken the execution of it. oe it 


. © It will expoſe your Majeſty to the reftlefle' wwportuni< 


©ty of cyery Sc or Opinion, and of every ſingle Perſon 


© alſo, who ſhall-preſume to diſſent from the Church of 


© Exelazd. * 
© It will be a cauſe of increafing Seats and SeQaries, 
* whole numbers will weaken the true Proteſtant Profeſſi- 
© on {o far, that itwill at leaſt be difficulr for-it, rodefend 
* it ſelf againſt them: And which is yet farther Conſidera- 
© ble, thoſe Numbers which by being:troubleſome to the” 
* Government, find they can arrive.to-an Indulgence, will 
© as their Numbers increaſe , be yet more troubleſome,, 
* that ſoat length they may arrive to a generall Toleration,, 
* which your Majeſty hath declared againſt , and in time 
ſome prevalent Se&, will at laſt contend for an eſtabliſh- 
* ment, which ſor ought can be foreſcen, may end in Po» 
ery. 

"I It isa thing alrog-ther without precedent , and wil! 
© take awayall means of Convidting Recuſants, and be in- 
© conſiſtent with the Method and proccedings of the Laws. 
© of Exzland. 

* Laſtly it is humbly conceived,that the Indulgencepro=- 
"pos'd will be ſo far from tending'to the peace of the: 
* Kingdom, thar it is rathcr likely to occahon great di- 
© ſturbance. Andon the contrary ; That the aflerting of the 
* Lawes , and the Religion cliabliſh't, according to the- 
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AF of Vaiformi:y, is the molt probable means to pro- 


© duce a ſettled Peace and Obedfence throughout your | 


*Kingdome: Becauſe the variety of Profeſſions in Reli- 
© gion, when openly divulged,doth dircaly diſtinguiſh men 
© into parties, and withall gives theta opportunity to count 
© their numbers; which conſidering the animoſities thar 
© out of a Religious Pride will be kept on foot by the ſeve-= 
*rall fta&ions, doth rend direQly and inevitably to open. 
* diſturbance. ng W's 

Nor can your Majeſty have any Security, that the Do- 
© arine or Worſhip of the ſeverall FaQions, which are all 
© ooverned by a ſeverall Rule, ſhall be conſiſtent with the 
7 ow of your Kingdome. 

* And ifany perſons ſhall preſume to diſturb the peace 
© of the Kingdome, We do inall humility declare, That 
© we will for ever, and inall Occaſions, be ready with our 
© utmoſt endeavour and Aſſiſtance, to adhere to and ſerve 
© Your Majeſty according to our bounden Duty and 


* Allegiance, 


abubuubabububbubich hubbut, 
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SSSSESTECESIESCHOOESLYS 
My *Bretbren , 
I Have now given you my Authorities, viz; 


1, 'Theprivate Teſtimonies of twenty emi- 
nent Divines, 

2, 'The publick Teſtimony of the Presby- 
terian Miniſters mn the City of London ( Synodi- 
cally ) met at Sto Colledge, 

3. The Authority of that Wiſe,and Learned 
King James and his Privy Councill, | 

4. The Votes and Reaſons of the Honourable 
Commons Aſſembled in this preſent Parlia- 
ment. 

All which T have deſignedly ranked 1n this 
method, that obſerving the order of nature, and 
beginning ab imperfeftion., I might gradually aſ- 
cend tothat which is more perfet?;for ſuch I think 
the Reaſons of the Houſe will be found; (to him 
that dares attempt them) ?, e. Impregnable and 
unan{werable, | 0x8" 

I Know not how it fares with other men, (I 


am no judge of their honeſty or Knowledge)but I am 


ſure,as tome the premiſes have appeared ſo con- 


{iderable 
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{iderable,I ſhould think the world might ſuſpeCt 
either my IntelleGualls,or Moralls, were I not thus 
apprehenſive of ſo convincing a Light, 

My Brethren, (chat I may. deal freely wich 
you) Iam perfectly amaz'd, ard (Ihad almoſt 
1213) ſcandalrz'd; that men ſo eminent for Learn- 
7z:;, lo voted for Pity, and (if we may beleive 
themſelves it being one of their grand Topickes 
for Indulgence) ſo conſiderable for Policy, I fay, 
that theſe men ſhould ſo warmely concerne them- 
ſelves for this Thing call'd Toleration, which(as 
I hope the premiſes have evinc'd) is not onely de- 
ftrufive both to Church & State, but alſo(which 
prudent men would a little conſider) ſo direCt- 
ly contrary to their former Principles & Prattices, 

I am very unwilling to make ary unpleating 
RefleEtions, bur 'tis the Larguage of the world 


cand I am nor. yet. inſtructed co confure 1t) that. 


itis not a Toleration, (however pretended, as the 
the maſt advantageous method, that can at pre- 
ſent beemploy'd ) but a Reformation, (that is, 
(as ſad experience bath explained it) a rotall Ex- 
tirpation of what ever is Contrary to 'their hu- 
mours and deſgnes) that each diftexent Partte 
endeavours to eitabliſh, 

Now 


[83] 
Now that this may not be rejefted as a ſlan- 
 dering defxne, onely to make you odious to Au- 
thoritte, (as 1s commonly objected) there are ſe- 
verall Reaſons (ar leaſt ſtrong conjetures) that 
ſeeme highly to enforce the formentioned Charge, 

{am willing to conclude; and ſhall therefore 
give you My notions in gyeſſe, leaving the Araly- 
{15to your acuter Judgements, 

There are you know ſuch things in theworld, | 
as a Jus Divinum of ſome one Forme of Govert» 
ment, and a Solemne League and Covenant; 
both which as being directly contrary to your 
pretended Toleration , (had I but the leyſure 
or ability to improve them) might eaſily be re- 
ſolved into Volume of Arguments, 

Bur leaving this performance (if occaſion 
| ſhall require) to the management of ſome abler 
Pen, pezmit me very calmely to beg your Re- 
ſolution to this following Propofall, 

Were yox in the fame Condition, (7, e, ) did 
gou enjoy the ſameencourageing Circumſtances, 
that your Adverſaries , the true Sons of the 
Church of England (through Grads great mercy 
and the Indulgence of a gratious Prince) are at 
preſent favoured with; then lay your hands upon 
2 your 


| [84] 
your breaſts , and tell me, as in the Preſence o 
the great Crod that ſhall judge the world; Whe- 
ther would you then indulge eicher Perſon or 
Parties, that ſhould diſſent from your eſtabliſhed: 
Diſcipline , be it Preſbyterian , or Independent, 
or any other whatſoever: (e, g.) Whether would 
you then permit that Miniſter topreach publick- 
ly, that ſhould read the Service- of our Church, 
weare a Surpliſse, uſe the Croſſe in Baptiſme, Kneel 
at the Sacrament, &C:. and not ovely fo,but the ut- 
mo!t of wioſe endeavours ſhould be employ'd in 
perſwading others to the like praCtices, telling 
them that the contrary (by you obſerved ) was 
irreverent and undecent,and therefore of all good 


. Chriltians to be loath'd and abhorr'd, I fay tell 


Ant. T:lts 
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me plainly; Is it fic to grant a Toleration and In- 
dulzence to ſuch a Perſon or ro? if not,then(even: 
your ſelves being judges) neither is it fit ro Tole- 
rate you, {ince your Principles and PraCtices are 
as diſtant from. hs (I mean the true Sos of the 


Church of England) as his from yours, as deltru- 


Ctive to his, as his to yours: and 2 7s unreaſonable 
Cays the defender of the London Minitters Letter 
to the Aſſembly )that Independents ſhould defure that | 
Toleration from Preſbyters ,whuch they would not grve 
to. 
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to Presbyters; fo ſayT, it is unreaſonable that Tn- 
dependents, Presbyters, or any other SeEt ſhould 
deſire that Toleration from Epiſcopacy, which 
they would not grant to Epiſcopacy.For with what 
face can I d: fare a courtefte from him, to whom I do 0- | 
penly profeſſe, I would deny the ſame Courtefee. 
. But now tt you take the other member of the 

Contradition, and ſay, you would tolerate the fore- 
mention'd Perſon, ſuppoſcing him orherwiſe of a 
quiet, and peacable remper; let me then deſire _ 

ou further to reſolve me. Are you perswaded, 
That the Church of England requires any thing Sin- 
Full as the condition of her Communion or not ? if 
you lay, ſbee does not ( Tam no little troubled to * Unleſs 
mcntiou it, but theres no evaſion) 7 muſt plainly ##*7c, 5e 

. { . ſomething 

tell you, you are no better then downright Schiſ ,4ich i fins 
maricks; for Sch1ſme in the proper notion of it is ful requi- 
nothing el ſl e,but a cauſ eles Sy eparation from that part -q6>=Saay 
of the Pfuble Church of which we were members: now of our Come 
there 1s no {ufficient. Cauſe for ſuch Separation but 539.” - 
* Smm;1t being the judgement of our beſt writers me to be 
upon that Controverſie, chat nothing else could _— 0 
Warrant our Separation from Rome but this; that owr ſelves. 
ſhe required as Conditions of her Communion PF *f 
ſomewhat in fide erroneous,or in fatto umpious, 91," © 
Bur 


£26) | 


But if you are perſwaded (and ſome of you 
have declared it )' that ſhe does require ſome:bing 
which ts finfull, as the Condition of ber Communion, 
then the Caſe is cleare; the Make falls of; and I 
have finiſhed my Taske; for, {ince all Ss con- 
felledly the obje&t, not only of our hatred and 
averſation, but alſo of torall extirpation (it being 
every ones duty not only to avoid Sin himſelfe, 
but (by all lawfull waies and methods) to hinder 
its Commyſion im others) I ſhall humbly leave it 
to his molt ſacred Hajeſtie and the Wildome of 
' the Parliament to Conſider; 

VVhether it be either Religron , or Police to 
tolerate thoſe Perſons, or Paities , which are 
perſwaded in their Conſciences, that it 15 a ne- 
ceſlarie incumbent Dutie, not onely to hate and 
detelt, but alſo (by all thoſe waies and methods 
wiuch they themſelves ſhall think lawfulDto 
weaken, alter, & extirpate the ſettled Crovern- 
ment of the Church ? the which Alteration , what 
influence it may have upon the State, and how 
Deſtructive it may prove to his Majcſties 
Crown and Kingdomes, (I hope it is ro breach 
of the- Act of Qblivion totell you) the experience 
of late years hath ſuggelted a very fatal! corye- 
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